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Walk Format:

Approximately 6 miles – good paths, quiet lanes, a short stretch of road, a few steep bits but NO 

.

We will see:

The Shamrock (a restored Tamar barge),  lime kilns, Cotehele Chapel, mine workings in the 
Danescombe Valley, the railway incline, daffodil shed, St Andrew’s Church, Okel Tor Mining 
remains, River Tamar, Calstock Viaduct, boatyards.

Some History

There is evidence of human settlement in Calstock from Roman and Pre Roman times, attracted by 
the rich mineral deposits in the area. A Roman Fort was discovered next to St Andrew’s church in 
2008. It probably housed around 500 soldiers. More recent excavations have revealed a Roman 
silver mine, consisting of pits connected by tunnels.

During the 9th century, the Danes were though to have landed on the Tamar estuary, the Cornish 
allying with them to push back the Saxons, hence the name Danescombe.

 Calstock Manor was record in the Domesday Book in 1086 as being worth £3, although it had been
worth double that formerly. There were  30 villagers,30 smallholders and 12 slaves recorded.

Industries

Mining from medieval times- of silver, then a boom in the late nineteenth century with the 
discovery of copper, tin and arsenic. Together with granite quarrying, this made Calstock a busy 
port as transport links developed.
There were many mines, including Cotehele Consol (copper and arsenic), Calstock Consol 
(copper), Okel Tor Consol (copper, tin, arsenic and silver) and the Danescombe mines (copper, tin 
and arsenic). 

Okel Tor mine operated between 1849 to 1887, primarily extracting copper and arsenic. It was 
recorded as having two engines in 1865, employing 80 men, 15 boys and 12 Bal maidens. The latter
worked only on the surface,unlike in coal mines in other parts of the country where they worked 
underground. However, some were as young as 6 years of age, although 10-11 was the more usual 
starting age. 
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Meeting Place: Car Park at Cotehele Quay, free for National Trust Members.



Rapid population growth and poor living conditions resulted in a cholera epidemic in 1849. there is 
a fireplace in the porch of St Andrew’s Church, believed to keep disease out of the church by 
preventing colds. In Victorian times there were 13 churches in the parish plus 13 taverns, including 
the remaining two, the Tamar Inn and the Boot Inn ( both 17th century). Mining declined in the 
twentieth century due to foreign competition.

Fireplace in St Andrew’s Church porch



Lime Production

There are 4 sets of lime kilns at Calstock and more at Cotehele Quay and along the river. The 
burning of lime was a major industry in the 19th century, the limestone being delivered by boat, the 
resulting lime shipped out by horse and cart to various farms to be used as fertilizer and an 
ingredient in paint and mortar for bricklaying.

By the 1850s there were new industries, including paper manufacture, sawmills, brickworks, rope 
making and market gardening, which flourished on the fertile slopes above the river. Daffodils, 
cherries ( known as mazzards), strawberries were the most common crops, fertilised by seaweed 
and ‘Dock dung’  , which was banned as a health hazard in 1913. Italian prisoners of war worked on
the farms after World War 2.

Horace, a local daffodil grower

Transportation

Calstock and Danescombe Quays were important for transportation of minerals from the various 
mines. A unique craft, the Tamar barge was used, one of which, The Shamrock was built in Goss’s 
yard, which operated from 1880 to World War One. Steamers also brought tourists to the area, 
including Queen Victoria and Prince Albert in 1846. The importance of the river as transport 
declined with the construction of the railway in 1872 , which brought minerals from the mines in 
the area to the Calstock Incline , leading to Calstock Quays. This railway ran for just 7 miles to 
Kelly Bray and there was no mainline until the early 2oth century, so it wasn’t connected to another 
network.



Calstock Viaduct was built between 1904 and 1907 from pre cast concrete blocks. There used to be 
a steam powered lift which could raise and lower wagons from the quays 100 feet below. The 
railway effectively killed the boat building industry.




