MUD Walks

Beyond Burrator

Walk format: Walk of about 5 miles on lanes, rough tracks and open moorland, generally easy
going, but could be boggy in places.

Locations to be seen: Longstone Manor, Sheepstor churchyard, Yellowmead stone circle, Great
Rough Tor mine.

Meeting place: Burrator Arboretum (SX568689)

Longstone Manor (SX 5570 6847, lliretrieves.stung.crowds)

Longstone manor dates back to the 13™ century, but was substantially rebuilt in 1633 for Walter and
Barbara Elford. In the early 20" century a stone with the inscription 1633 WEB was removed from
the site, together with a number of architectural fragments, to decorate a commemorative garden at
Wembley Walk, Burrator. In 1748 the manor came under the Massey Lopes estate and was
downgraded to a farmhouse. It remained tenanted until 1898, when Burrator Dam was built, and
the valley gradually flooded. The main house was abandoned and fell into disrepair, while several
outbuildings were submerged. What remains is the shell of the western part of the house, including
the entrance porch.

Nearby (SX 5564 6851) is perhaps the only surviving example of a wind strew, a raised stone
platform positioned to catch the wind, and used for threshing and winnowing grain. It was built
around 1637, and is 1.3 m high, with three steps for access.

Park Cottage Inn (SX 5589 6797, //ltopical.importing.nerd)

Further along the road are the remains of
two cottages dating from the 1840s.
During the construction of the reservoir,
these were converted into a pub with 8
rooms, catering to the workers on the dam.
The water supply came from the old
Longstone leat. Plymouth corporation tried
to buy it in 1924 and eventually closed it
down in 1930 as it had drainage problems
and was polluting the reservoir.
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Sheepstor churchyard (SX 5605 6766, //lordeals.surgical.button)

Monuments with railed enclosure to commemorate James Brooke, First Rajah of Sarawak
(d1868) and the second Rajah Charles Brooke (d1917). Red Aberdeen granite chest tomb to
James Brooke and unusual carved cyclopic granite boulder to Charles Brooke. Enclosed by
plain iron railings on granite plinth.

(https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/ 1991)

Sheepstor contains the family graves of the White Rajahs of Sarawak, who ruled Sarawak from
1841 to 1946. The first Rajah, James Brooke, was born in India and served in the Bengal Army
before setting out as an independent adventurer. He was given Sarawak by the Sultan of Brunei in
gratitude for his help in suppressing pirates and rebels, and established a dynasty that continued
through his nephew and grandnephew. During the Second World War, with Sarawak under
Japanese occupation, the third Rajah stayed in Australia, and on returning to Sarawak in 1946,
ceded it to Britain as a crown colony.

Burrator House was gifted to James Brooke, by public subscription, after he restored the Sultan of
Brunei to the throne. It remains in the family, and there continue to be links between Sarawak and
the Brooke family.

Brooke was the model for Joseph Conrad's Lord Jim, features in George MacDonald Fraser's
Flashman's Lady, and is mentioned in Rudyard Kipling's short story The Man Who Would Be King.

Sheepstor churchyard also contains the Commonwealth War Grave of Sub-Lieut Peter Nicholson
DSC, one of the four graves of the Nicholson family, with their striking crosses.

The field below the churchyard is known as ‘The Playfield’ and this has always belonged to
the village. There is an iron ring in the field which was used to tether the bull, in the days when
bull-baiting took place in the village. This was found in 1908 by George Shillibeer, whilst
following up the story of his father, Amos, who claimed to have come across it when
ploughing the field, some 40 years earlier. The plough share had got caught up in the ring,
some 18 inches below the ground and caused him to pull up short. It has now been raised to
ground level.

The Rev. Hugh Breton wrote of this gory sport: ‘The bull was tied to the ring and then baited
with dogs. The dogs, which were killed in the fray, were usually buried under the stone which
supported the ring. At these barbarous festivities the women wore peculiar aprons, in which
they caught the bull-dog when it was tossed. The villagers irreverently held their feastings and
festivities amongst the tombstones in the churchyard. While a fight was going on, the
spectators sat along the churchyard wall and watched the fun, repairing at frequent intervals to
the ale-house adjoining the field for refreshment.’

(http://www.dartmoor-crosses.org.uk/sheepstor church.htm)

Holy well of St Leonards (SX 56074 67629), ///nature.tiny.signed)

Abutting the churchyard is an ancient well that was originally sited in glebeland of the church; it is
said that after the minister became annoyed at villagers crossing the glebe to reach the well, the
water was piped to the roadside and a canopy was built over the new outlet.

Medieval. Granite rubble walls and roof enclosing well. Chamfered arched opening has
pierced gable above. Probably re-using tracery from Church windows.

(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1326392)
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Yellowmead stone circle (SX 5749 6784, /lIprovider.rods.loafing)

Yellowmead is a Bronze Age concentric stone circle consisting of four rings of stones, which was
re-erected in 1921 by the Rev Hugh Breton. Modern analysis has confirmed that his restoration was
accurate, and that there may be further features downbhill.

The Yellowmead circles are an unusual example of their kind, surrounding a cairn and also
incorporating a stone row. This combination of monument types is rare and emphasises the
variety of ceremonial and funerary monuments on this part of the Moor.

.... The innermost circle has 22 stones up to 0.9 meters in height; it surrounds a cairn 4.0
meters in diameter and 0.20 meters in height. The outer rings have 32 stones, 27 stones and 30
stones respectively, the inner two being only up to 0.25 meters in height and all having their
largest stones around the south side. The maximum diameter of the outer circle is some 30
meters.

The remains of a double stone alignment extend some 10 meters from the south west side;
there are three stones in the south row and a similar number in the north row, although more
were recorded in 1922.

English Heritage, 2011, National Heritage List for England

Great Rough Tor mine (SX5751 6875, narrowest.vanished.fast)

Please take care when exploring this site as there are open mine workings!

To the east of the Arboretum at Burrator and just to the south of Narrator Brook is Roughtor
Plantation. This area has been mined since the medieval period and would have originally been
surface open works. Of course the land would have been open moorland being hundreds of
years before the plantation came in the 20th century. Following on from the medieval period, a
early mining conveyance of 1705 refers to Great Rowter and the mining journal from 1847
refers to Great Rough Tor Mine. Between these dates there are records of the Alliance Mining
Association in 1825.... The area boasts a number of adits, shafts, granite outcrops, open works,
possible leats and at least one building and ... the steep wooded slopes are likely to hide more
mining and other artefacts.

https://dartmoorexplorations.co.uk/great-rowter-great-rough-tor-mine/
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