
MUD Walks
Brimpts Farm Tin Mines
Walk Format
Approximately 4½ miles, open moorland and farm trail.

Locations to be visited
Brimpts tin north & south mines Dartmeet.

Meeting Place
Brimpts Farm SX 667 738

Notes
The plans below are taken from ‘Brimpts Tin Mines Trail Guide’ published in 2007 by
the Dartmoor Tinworking Research Group.

History
The Brimpts Tin mines are located in an area running from the Southern slopes of
Laughter Tor to just west of Dartmeet, Dartmoor. The sett consists of two mining
operational areas known as North Mine at SX653751, and South Mine at SX669738.

The earliest period of working has no known contemporary record but may be about
17c, being an openwork excavation to shallow depth only. During the period 1798-1807,
the site was worked via an adit and was known as the 'level in the potatoe field'. In
1848, the plantation was explored and in 1849 the Brimpts Tin Mining Company cleared
the old workings and resumed operations. A new stamping mill and dressing floor were
built in 1850 and this mill processed ore from the plantation, the gully below Brimpts
and also from north mine until failure of the venture in 1852. In 1853, Devon Tin
refurbished the mill and transferred the pumping equipment from a partly constructed
shaft in the plantation workings to the gully engine shaft, extending the flat-rod
system in the process, but subsequently, little work was done, most effort being
concentrated on north mine until failure in 1855.

The North Mine is situated on open moorland, within Brimpts Newtake.  There are two
fenced shafts (Engine Shaft and Adit shaft, New Engine Shaft), a wheelpit, a horse
whim platform, a number of overgrown trial (costean) pits and some low remains of
buildings. There is a collapsed adit running south from the main workings and some
remains of dressing floors below this.

The mine was working up until the mid-19th century and reached a total depth of 26
fathoms.



Brimpts Mine Plans
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