
MUD Walks

Central Park & Ford Park Cemetery
Walk Format
Approximately 4 miles of city walking

Locations to be visited
Home Park, Jack Leslie Statue, Plymouth Zoo, Ford Park Cemetery.

Meeting Place
Milehouse Park & Ride by the Jack Leslie Statue – SX470565

Ford Park Cemetery

Ford Park Cemetery is 34.5 acre in size and was established by the Plymouth,
Stonehouse & Devonport Cemetery Company opened in 1848. At the time it was outside
the boundary of the Three Towns and was created to alleviate the overcrowding in the
churchyards of the local parish churches. Its official name at the time of inception was
The Plymouth, Devonport and Stonehouse Cemetery. Also known as Pennycomequick or
Plymouth Old Cemetery

The cemetery was originally 18 acres in size, but a further 16.5 acres were added in
1875. It came into use during one of the largest outbreaks of cholera in the country
and during its first year it saw over 400 burials related to that disease. During
Victorian times it was the main cemetery for the Three Towns and it is estimated that
approximately a quarter of a million people are buried within its grounds.

There are also a large number of military burials; 771 from the First World War, 198
Second World War burials, non war service burials, 3 French and 2 Russian graves.

Before Central Park

Stonehouse Leat was constructed between 1593 and 1595, soon after the Plymouth
Leat (or Drake’s Leat) was completed.  It brought water from six springs in the Higher
Peverell area to East Stonehouse in the area now occupied by the old Naval Hospital.
The leat has been culverted for most of its course and there are two  routes for it as
it approaches Venn Lane; one from the north east and the other from a more northerly
direction. Next to a drain in Venn Lane is a marker stone with the inscription
“Stonehouse Leat and Banks 1593”. The Leat was never ideal as a source of water due
to the low gradient along its length. By 1833 in an attempt to meet the demand, some
open ditch sections of the Stonehouse Leat were replaced with lead pipes. In 1860 it
was decided to construct a storage and a supply reservoir to augment the water flow.
They were located in the area of the park now known as Reservoir Field. In practice,
the reservoirs were too low down to be effective and they became disused by 1892.



They were restored during the first world war for emergency use and during the
second world war for fire fighting. Sizable pools remained until 1972 when the
reservoirs were filled in to make a football pitch. There is a currently a project being
carried out to reinstate ponds in this area for wildlife and flood relief.

These reservoirs, the Stonehouse leat and Home Park recreation ground can be seen in
the above map of the area from 1896. Other places to note are Milehouse cemetery
(now the electrical distribution site behind the bus depot), Outland House (Robert
Scott’s birthplace - now St. Bartholomew's church), Outland Mill, Middle & Higher
Swilly, and Swilly House.



Central Park is Started

In the 1920s, the City Council embarked on a range of capital projects to provide
leisure facilities for its growing population. Central Park site was formed on land sold
cheaply to the City Council by Lord St Levan in 1923 on condition that they remained
public open space. Most of it had been farmland since at least the 18th century although
the purchases also included Pounds House and its grounds. In 1927, Thomas H Mawson
was appointed as the landscape architect. The Council obtained a loan from the
Ministry of Health to start work, using unemployed labourers as part of a national job
creation scheme in January 1930.  Central Park was formally opened to the public at a
ceremony held on 29 July 1931 although most of the planned features had still to be
built. That remained the case at the outbreak of the Second World War.

Home Park

The Argyle Athletic Club took a lease on Home Park in 1901, it was then an oval shaped
bowl with a cinder track surrounded by allotments and farmland. Home Park played host
to its first competitive match with the newly name Plymouth Argyle playing against
Northampton Town on 5 September 1903. By then the ground had one wooden
grandstand which could accommodate 2,000 people, while the other three sides of the
ground were surrounded by slag heap banking with a waist-high fence.  After
undergoing considerable development in the 1920s and 1930s, the ground suffered
heavy damage in World War II. It reopened in time for the resumption of the Football
League in 1945, with further improvements in the 1950s, including the installation of
floodlights and a new grandstand. The ground then remained relatively unchanged until
2002, when three new all-seater stands was completed following the Hillsborough
disaster of 1989. Further work meant that the stadium became all seating in 2007.

The stadium's record attendance was in 1936, when 43,596 spectators watched the
club play a Second Division match against Aston Villa, and the record average
attendance for a single season of 23,290, came in the 1946/47 season. Currently the all
seating capacity is just under 18,000.

After a bail out purchase of the stadium and grounds by Plymouth Council in 2011, the
club were able to repurchase them in 2016.



Jack Leslie Statue

Unveiled on 7 October 2022 is a statue to Jack Leslie (1901-1988), the only black
professional player in England, who played for Plymouth Argyle for fourteen seasons.
He scored 133 league goals in 384 games, making him Argyle's fourth highest goal
scorer. He was told that he had been selected as a reserve for England against Ireland
in October 1925, but the invitation was withdrawn allegedly when it was found out that
he was black. It was not until 1963 that the first black player was to appear in an
England shirt.

Central Park in WW2

During the war there was an anti-aircraft gun and searchlight sited in separate
emplacements on the crest of the slope above Wake Street. At the start of the war,
they were have been manned by gunners of Anti-Aircraft Command of the Royal
Artillery. By 1942 they were joined by women of the Auxiliary Territorial Service
(ATS) and it seems likely that they took over completely when new hutted
accommodation was built next to Upper Knollys Terrace in mid-December 1942.
Plymouth’s first barrage balloon was launched in Central Park on 31st March 1939.  They
were vehicle mounted and used to deter enemy aircraft from flying low.

There were at least four public air raid shelters built in the park to protect local
residents from the Blitz.  They were cut into the ground and covered over with
concrete slabs and earth.  One remains intact on the park’s southern slopes although it
is not generally accessible. On the night of 21/22 April 1941, the air raid shelter near
Inverdene suffered a direct hit from a German bomb with the tragic loss of nine lives.
The entrance to the air raid shelter was uncovered in 2011 when a new sewer was being
laid and the associated installation is now where the shelter used to be.  In 2021 a
commemorative plaque was erected on the site bearing the names of those who died.

Home Park Prisoner of War camp number 673 was located near the north end of Upper
Knollys Terrace. It appears likely that the ATS huts would have been repurposed for
the POW camp once the need for anti-aircraft defences had diminished.  It is also
likely that some or all of the prisoners would have been billeted in tents as was the
case at other camps. The nationalities held were German, Austrian and Italian. Security
was light and relations with local people mainly friendly.  The camp remained in use until
1948 with its occupants being employed on the house rebuilding programme, including
the temporary prefabs in Central Park.

Plymouth Central Park Zoo

Central Park Zoo first opened in 1962 and lasted until 1978. The zoo cost £30,000 to
build, the equivalent of around £228,000 today. The zoo was officially opened by the
Deputy Lord Mayor Ivor Thompson on 19th April 1962. When the zoo first opened,



within the first three days around 13,000 people had entered through the gates. In its
height of popularity, people travelled many miles to visit it and at that time had around
50,000 visitors each year. Plymouth Zoo was run by the Chipperfield Organisation who
rented the land from Plymouth City Council. It contained a range of animals; including
lions, tigers, leopards, pumas, elephants, zebra, rhinos, hippos, wallabies and penguins
(see map on next page).

As well as the usual animal exhibits and enclosures, the zoo had a quarantine area for
animals being imported into the country. This meant that animals bound for other zoos
could be brought in from ships at Millbay Docks and quarantined at Plymouth Zoo,
before eventually being transported to their new home.

In time this actually led to it’s ultimate demise, as the zoo became run down and there
were some concerns about animal welfare. After closure in 1978, the site of the zoo
was turned into a skate park aided by the sloping, concrete terrain of the zoo. In terms
of area it was said to be the largest skate park in Europe. This was closed in 1981 when
the area, still known as Zoo Field, was reinstated back to its original condition. In July
2004 a new dedicated skate park was built near the Life Centre.



Map of Plymouth Zoo


