MUD Walks

End of the Grimstone and Sortridge Leat
Walk Format

Approximately 63 miles, open paths, mostly good, some mud.

Locations to be visited

Bedford, Magpie and Gem bridges. Grenofen Tunnel (bring a torch!), Sortridge Mine,
North Wheal Robert, Grimstone and Sortridge Leat, Horrabridge, St. John the Baptist
Horrabridge, Tinner's Mill mortar stones.

Meeting Place
Drake's Trail parking area by Bedford Bridge - SX 503702

Notes
This walk is based upon a walk in John Noblet's 2022 book ‘More Tavistock Walks'

History
The 6rimstone and Sortridge Leat

The leat runs for 9km from the head weir on the river Walkham to the west of Great
Mis Tor , feeding a number of properties from Merrivale to Plasterdown and ends up
serving mines and houses above Horrabridge.

Horrabridge

Since records began in the 14t century, Horrabridge has had several names. In the
Saxon or Gaelic language, Horrebrigge, Horebrugge and Harrowbridge can be
translated as Horse Bridge, Higher Bridge or Bridge over Rapid Water. It is now
generally accepted that Horrabridge means Boundary Bridge, referring to the
boundary stone set into the middle of the bridge.

St. John the Baptist

Horrabridge has a long association with Christian worship. In 1256 a Chapel of St. John
the Baptist was built here by the monks of Buckland Abbey and lit became a daughter
church to Buckland Monachorum in 1438. A medieval corbel from that chapel is now
erected in the grounds of the church.

Until 1867 Horrabridge remained a part of the Parish of Buckland Monachorum, and so
had no parish church of its own. The 1893 church of St John the Baptist was designed
by Plymouth born architect, George Halford Fellowes-Prynne. It is Grade IT listed.



Mining

Sortridge Consols

Originally known as West Wheal Robert, this mine was re-opened as Sortridge Consols
in 1853 when a rich deposit of copper ore was found only 5 from surface. In a matter
of months £3,200 worth of copper was sold for an outlay of only £600. In 1854 the
maximum depth was down to 30 fathoms with the lode as rich as ever. From the 20 to
40 fathom level the course of ore returned over £50,000. At this depth the values
showed a serious decline and the mine would have closed had it not been for an
important discovery of ore in the two south lodes. As a result, an engine house was
constructed and a 40" pumping engine installed. The mine continued in operation for at
least another twelve years during which time the main shaft was carried down on the
underlie to a depth of 152 fathoms. The mine was never as successful in this period of
operation and the machinery was offered for sale in 1868. The sale of machinery
included the 40" pumping engine, a 22" winder and a 24’ waterwheel. Output of copper
ore from 1854 until closure is recorded as 7,792 tons worth £57,963.

In 1883 the mine was re-opened via the drainage adit to work low grade tin ore above
this level. The mine was subsequently worked until 1892. During this working pneumatic
stamps were reputedly used, this being one of the first mine in which they were tried.
It is said that the mine continued o be worked intermittently and in a small way until
1902. The total output of black tin from 1883 until 1893 is recorded as 33.7 tons,
worth £1.794.

25" 1880 map showing location of the leat and mines

The Old Mine House, Wheal Robert Mine
Although now one house, this was originally a pair of attached houses from the mid-late
19th century, forming the mine captain's and manager's houses.




Gem Viaduct

There have been three bridges crossing the river Walkham at this location, and takes
its name from the ‘Gem’ or 'Little Gem' tin mine.

First Viaduct (1859 - 1910) The original viaduct was one of the largest railway bridges
in Devon with a total length in excess of 1,100" and a height above the river of around
130'. Designed for the Tavistock & South Devon Railway, when opened in 1859 it carried
a single broad gauge 7' track. It was a typical Brunel ‘fan viaduct' which used stone
piers supporting a timber superstructure. In 1876 a third rail was added to allow
standard gauge trains to run over
the line, being completely
converted by 1892. The timber
had an original design life of
some 30 years, with many of the
viaducts greatly exceeding it.
The last fan viaduct near
Falmouth was not replaced until
1930.
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be replaced they were usually TR Author's Collection
carried by building a stonework
replacement adjacent, and many
old piers can still be seen fo this
day. This allowed rail traffic to
continue whilst the work was
being carried out. However this
was not the case at Gem Bridge
where the piers were retained
and the superstructure replaced
by metalwork. It is said that this
was carried out in an incredibly short space of time. The last train to run over the
viaduct was in December 1962 and demolition followed three years later.

Third Viaduct (2015 - ) The third bridge was designed as part of the National Cycle
Network 27, known as Drake's Trail and cost over £2m. It is some 50’ below the level
of the original viaduct.

Grenofen Tunnel

Built in 1859 for the South Devon & Tavistock Railway, it is 374 yards long. Closed for
about 50 years, in 2011 it was bought by Devon County Council for only £1 to be
included in the new cycle path.



