MUD Walks

Eylesbarrow, Giant's Basin Stone Rows & Ditsworthy Warren
Length of Walk:

4 or 5 miles, open moorland, some wet patches.
Meeting Place and Start Time:

Car Park near Scout Hut SX579673

Notes:

First recorded as Elysburghe in 1240 the area has been worked for tin by
streaming and open works since at least the 12t Century. The mine we are going
to look at operated between 1804 and 1852 and was known by different names
as fortunes came and wenf.

Thus: Ailsborough Mine; Aylesborough Mine; Dartmoor Consolidated Tin
Mines,

Dartmoor Consols Tin Mining Company; and finally as Wheal Ruth

The mine area is huge and contains at least 30 disused shafts which would have
been worked by Horse Whims. As the workings went deeper and water became a
problem the shallow workings would be dewatered by buckets in the shafts. At
least 4 known Adits were driven to drain water out to the hillside. Pumps were
installed in the deeper shafts to raise water to adit level. The pumps were
powered by water wheels driving flat rods to convey power to the shaft head.

Two large wheels were installed on the site, the water to drive them being
brought via leats from the Plym and Langcombe Brook. Water was also used to
drive stamping mills and a blowing house.

We will look at the sites of these wheels and some of the shafts before walking
down the Drizzle Combe Valley to see the remains of the mills.

A short distance from here takes us to the Giant's Barrow Stone Rows then on
to Distsworthy Warren House to talk about Rabbits and of course - War
Horses!
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Tin-stamps and dressing floors, 18th century. Clive Carter

Water Powered Stamps



Giant's Basin Stonerows

Hansford Worth (1889) records finding the tall stones lying flat and measured
the longest at 17ft 10 inches. They were re-erected in 1893 and the one
standing at 14ft is the highest on the moor.



Ditsworthy Warren

First recorded as a parcel of land in the Manor of Walkhampton; Ditsworthy
passed through many owners and tenants over centuries with mixed fortunes as
Kings came and went (and were even beheaded)

It is not until a lease of 1676 that the term "Warren" appears.

In later years the owners were the Parkers of Saltram (Lord Morley) and most
is known about their last tenanting family, the Wares.

In 1856 William Ware was the tenant of Ditsworthy, Willings Walls and Hentor
Warrens and it is said he could look out from Ditsworthy House and ride his
horse over all the land he could see.

In 1884 he passed the tenancy to his son Nicholas who brought his bride
Emmaline Creber from Longstone. She was to become the formidable "Granny
Ware" of "Ware's Warren".

Nicholas died after only 16 years of marriage leaving Emmaline with her three
daughters and 11 year old son Percy. They remained to work the warren and
young Percy was often out of school as the demanding tasks arose and he
eventually took over from his mother - who nevertheless remained firmly in
control!

Percy married Elizabeth Coaker of Nun's Cross Farm and brought her to live at
Ditsworthy where they raised three children. But the widowed mother and her
daughter-in-law had a fractious relationship and eventually Percy was advised by
a doctor to get his wife away from the house, or at least out of earshot "“for the
sake of her sanity”

Percy built a wooden cottage for his family at Burcombe Gate (the site of the
present Scout Hut) sufficiently far away to be out of sight and interference of
his mother but close enough for him to continue to help.

Granny Ware ran the warren until her health forced her to leave after 50 years
at Ditsworthy. She lived on in several places, not it seems very happily and died
in 1945 aged 84.

Two years later Percy also died, aged only 57 leaving Elizabeth and her children
to carry on.

Elizabeth seems to have been as determined as her mother-in-law and continued
to run cattle and sheep and to keep rabbits, but with many setbacks. She
suffered theft of her sheep; the market for rabbits dwindled after the war and
in 1955 Myxomatosis effectively ended the long history of the warreners on
Dartmoor.



Just after Christmas 1963 a severe blizzard hit Dartmoor and Percy's wooden
cottage began to be crushed under the force of the gale and weight of snow.
Elizabeth and her dogs walked in that dreadful weather to her neighbours at
Nattor Farm. It was four days before anyone could get back to the cottage and
found just the chimney showing above the snow and the structure so badly
damaged that it was beyond repair.

Elizabeth still ran her animals on the land but lived away from the moor and died
in Plympton in 1983 aged 83. So ended the time of the warreners, those
determinedly resourceful people.

Elizabeth and Percy are buried in Sheepstor Churchyard next to Granny Ware
and many other members of the Ware family.

Granny Ware.
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