MUD Walks

Farms & Mines below Leather Tor

Walk Format
Approximately 5 miles of open moorland and wooded areas, rough stony paths, one stile

Locations to be visited
Leathertor Farm, Riddipit Longhouse, Keaglesborough Mine, Crazy Well Pool(365 P7),
Crazy Well Cross, Classeywell Farm, Kingsett Farm, Norsworthy Farm

Meeting Place
Norsworthy Bridge SX568692

History
Keaglesborough (Kekelles Burrowghe) Mine

The mine is believed to have been operational from early part of 16th century, with the
main processing facilities added in the 18th and 19th centuries. The later additions
included a couple of stamping mills with associated dressing floors. Water to power the
mills (via two wheels) and dress the tin was brought to the site by leat from the River
Meavy below Hart Tor. The leat crosses Devonport Leat on Raddick Hill. Tin would have
been crushed and dressed in the stamping mills and dressing floors. Both mills survive
as rectangular platforms. In the centre of each platform lies a stone-lined pit (wheel
pit), in which the wheel providing power for the stamps rotated.
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well known mill and is noted for having a large humber of mortar stones. On the right
(west) bank of the River Meavy is a less well known and less visited Tinners’ Mill with a
further ruinous building of unknown origin close-by to the west. They both lie in a gully
measuring up to 3.5m deep, which is likely o have been an old tinners' openwork. This
Tinners’ Mill ruins comprises a wheelpit and a small stamps building (for ore crushing).
Between the Tinners' Mill (known as a Stamping or Knocking Mill) and the river on top
of the gully, a triple mortar stone can be found suggesting the mill once had three
heads of stamps.

Farming in the Area

Only one farm was inundated by the building of Burrator reservoir, several farms lost
land to it and were barred from keeping animals in order to protect Burrator reservoir
from possible pollution.

Leathertor Farm

The land here is first recorded in the Bailiff's Accounts for the Manor of Dartmoor in
1362 as Leddertorre with a settlement from at least 1317. Leathertor Farm was first
recorded in 1511 which became a barn when a new farmhouse was built in 1870. The last
tenant was William Lillicrap who was given notice by Plymouth Corporation to leave the
farm in 1924,

Riddipit Longhouse (Ritthy Pit, Riddy Pit, Reedapit)

Complex of ruined farm buildings some of which was first mentioned in 1564. Probably
consisted of a longhouse with three rooms and fwo out houses. It was described in
1894 as 'occupied not many years since'. Considerable quantities of 16th and 17th
century pottery recovered from the site provide evidence of occupation during this
period. All of the surviving buildings are of drystone construction. The farmstead was
abandoned by 1871 and the land was taken over by Leathertor Farm.

Classeywell Farm

Classeywell Farm was first recorded in 1575 but was abandoned by 1873. There was
some use of the farm during the first world war. John Robins penned a novel in 1991
called "Classywell's Secret”, based around farms in the Newleycombe Valley, the
Eylesbarrow Tin Mine and other familiar landmarks on the moor. It is a historical tale
of romance, passion and tragedy.

Kingsett Farm

Kingsett Farm was first recorded paying taxes in 1333 as Kingsette. In 1666 the Manor
Court Rolls recorded a Philip Cockle as living here. In 1850 there were two farmsteads
here, the older one was later used for housing animals.



The farm was bought from the Maristow Estate by Plymouth City Council, after which
the farm was prohibited from keeping animals (a measure against polluting the new
reservoir, opened in 1898). Sam Pearse and his family were given notice to quit, which
they eventually did in September 1924, without compensation or any other help. Thus
Kingsett Farm is the only farm in the area to have remained occupied into the 20t
century.

Norsworthy Farm

Norsworthy Farm was first recorded in 1384 as Northisworthi. The farm once had an
imposing medieval longhouse running down the slope, which was superseded by a
structure (suggested to have been built in the 17th century) and which was
photographed in 1894 by Robert Burnard (below). Between 1860 and 1866 the tenants
paid an annual rent of £47. It was last lived in by Thomas & Elizabeth Creber and had
been abandoned by 1894. The Maristow Estate then decided that it was not economical
to run and gave the land to Kingsett farm.

Norsworthy Farm 1894

Norsworthy farm in 1894. Note Leather Tor in the background. The well dressed figure by the gate could be Thomas
Creber who was the tenant around that time.



