MUD Walks

Follow the Leat 4: the Upper Devonport Leat

Walk Format

Approximately 6 miles of single file and uneven leat embankment in open moorland,
some forest tracks. A couple of styles and a climb of 260'".

Locations to be visited

Two branches of the upper Devonport Leat, Beardown Tors, the Cowsic and West Dart

rivers.

Meeting Place

Two Bridges Quarry small car park SX609750 (not the hotel)

Note

We will be walking for about three quarters of a mile inside the Merrivale Military

Firing area.

History
The Devonport Leat

The Devonport Leat was built in the
1890s, and originates from a height of
about 424 metres (1390 feet) down to
about 40 metres (130 feet) at Devonport.
This gives an average drop of 1 foot in 117
feet (less than 1%), quite an engineering
feat over the distance at that time.

There are however varying figures quoted
for the length of the leat of between 28
and 40 miles, due to it having three
originating head weirs; on the West Dart,
the Cowsic and the Blackabrook. Today it
runs for approximately 17 miles to
Burrator Reservoir where the water is
piped to the nearby South West Water
treatment works at Dousland. This water
goes to Milton Coombe, Tavistock,
Princetown and higher parts of Plymouth
among other destinations. The overflow
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from the leat is piped into the cascade that falls into Burrator Reservoir.



The feeds of Devonport Leat

1)

2)
3)

4)

The furthest part of the leat from Devonport is the head weir on the West
Dart River (see photograph 1). The "West Dart leat" runs south down the valley,
around the spur of land on which Beardown Farm is located, and enters the
Cowsic valley. It used fo run north o the head weir on the Cowsic River, but now
joins about a mile south of that point.

The second head weir in the area is on the Cowsic river (see photograph 2).
Originally, the "Cowsic leat" merged with the "West Dart leat" flowed south
down the valley tfowards Princetown. In 1898, an embankment and bridge was
built over the Cowsic River to carry an aqueduct in a 18-inch iron pipe from the
"West Dart leat", across the valley directly into the "Cowsic leat", thereby by-
passing its head weir. This meant that over a mile of the original "West Dart
leat" become redundant. Because of the difference in height of about 10
metres, the pressure causes the West Dart water to well up like a fountain (see
photograph 3).

The leat then runs under the Tavistock to Two Bridges road, contouring around
the spur of land that bears Waldron Farm into the valley of the Blackabrook
River. Up this valley just short of the Tavistock-Two Bridges road, is another
head weir on the Blacka Brook or Blackbrook river. This part of the leat is
joined by the waters from the West Dart and Cowsic rivers about 250 metres
downstream from the head weir to form the complete Devonport Leat. Water
from here was flowing in 1797, before the whole leat was completed in 1801.



Photographs

T

Devonport Leat Head Weir on the West Dart River, the farthest point from
Devonport. The leat is on the left of the photograph fed through the ‘bullseye’, with
the West Dart flowing from top to right.

Devonport Leat Head Weir on the Cowsic River. The leat is again on the left of the
photograph fed through the ‘bullseye’, with the Cowsic also flowing from top to right.



Devonport Leat woodland scene.
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