
MUD Walks
Follow the Leat 5: the Devonport Leat below Princetown
Walk Format
Approximately 6 miles, open moorland and uneven leat walking. Many styles, gates and
fences to get over.

We continue our exploration of the Devonport leat below Princetown starting at the
Whiteworks road and following it upstream to Oakery Bridge. At SX 601 723 we see
what is probably the remains of the old sewage leat from Dartmoor prison. This would
have crossed the Devonport leat here and then discharged into the fledgling river
Strane.

Locations to be seen
Abbott’s Way, South Hessary Tor, Princetown, Tor Royal, Peat Cot, Strane Head and
Whiteworks. There will be an opportunity to visit the Dartmoor National Park shop and
exhibition in Princetown.

Meeting Place
Parking area on side of road from Princetown towards Whiteworks SX 604 708

History
The Devonport Leat

The Devonport Leat was built in the
1890s, and originates from a height of
about 424 metres (1390 feet) down to
about 40 metres (130 feet) at
Devonport. This gives an average drop
of 1 foot in 117 feet (less than 1%),
quite an engineering feat over the
distance at that time.

There are however varying figures
quoted for the length of the leat of
between 28 and 40 miles, due to it
having three originating head weirs; on
the West Dart, the Cowsic and the
Blackabrook. Today it runs for
approximately 17 miles to Burrator
Reservoir where the water is piped to
the nearby South West Water treatment works at Dousland. This water goes to Milton
Coombe, Tavistock, Princetown and higher parts of Plymouth among other destinations.

Above: OS Map 1809 showing Devonport leat
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