
MUD Walks
Forder, HMS Defiance & The GWR Diversion
Walk Format
Approximately 5½ miles, open fields, some rough terrain, quiet roads, some steep bits

Locations to be visited
Forder, Forder Tramway, Tor Quarry, Wearde Quay, St Stephen’s Church

Meeting Place
St Stephen’s Hill, Saltash (meet by church) –  SX 416583

HMS Defiance
HMS Defiance was the last wooden line-of-battle ship launched in 1861 for the Royal
Navy. The ship never saw active service and was moored in the Lyner estuary off
Wearde Quay, for service as the Royal Navy’s Devonport Torpedo School.

Defiance had lecture rooms built on her upper deck which was completely housed in,
the aft part of the deck was used as a gymnasium while in the bow were the ratings’
lavatories. On the main deck aft were the officers’ accommodation, over the years this
was extended forward as more officers’ courses were run. Towards the bow was the
galley and a drying room. The ship’s company lived on the lower deck with the warrant
officers’ mess at the after part on the orlop deck. Below this (the cockpit of an old line
of battle ship) there was on one side a row of different patterns of above-water
discharge apparatus for the ‘Whitehead’ torpedo used for teaching classes. Below this
deck was a recreation room for the men which contained a billiard table, papers,
magazines, etc. The ship was equipped with two boilers and a dynamo, and an air-
compressing plant was installed with a small workshop. Defiance was withdrawn at the
end of 1930 and sold on June 26th 1931
to Messrs Castles for breaking up.
Because of the greater depth of water
required for the newer ships, the
establishment was moved from Wearde
Quay to Wilcove in the Hamoze.



Defiance Platform
Defiance Platform (originally called
Defiance Halte) was opened by the
Great Western Railway Company on
1 March 1905 to serve the naval
personnel of HMS Defiance.
Originally one platform as shown
below, it was moved eastwards and
doubled as part of the GWR
Wearde diversion (see below).
Access to the platform was by
steps from a bridge that carried
the road across the railway to
Wearde Quay.

The station closed to passengers on
27 October 1930. Early photographs show the platforms constructed of timber but in
photographs taken after closure the platforms are built of brick and paving, the date
of the rebuilding in not yet known.

Although the station was officially closed, the up platform and building remained in a
good state of repair and was used in the spring and summer for loading flowers and
some market garden produce onto trains until 1957. The old line towards the
demolished viaduct was retained as carriage sidings and another siding behind the
platform was kept in use until 1972.

Tor Quarries & Tramway

In the Forder area there have been a number
of quarries, some short lived, to excavate the
Blue Elvan outcrops in the valley sides. Elvan is
a name used in Cornwall and Devon for the
native varieties of quartz-porphyry. They are
dispersed irregularly in the Devonian series of
rocks and some of them make very fine
building stones. Greenstone is another name
for this stone and it is often used for parts of
buildings such as doorways so they can be
finely carved.

In the 1860s, quarries were begun at the
eastern end of the hillside to the north east
of Tor farmstead. During the following four
decades these were enlarged to form one

The first pre-1908 Defiance Halt



quarry, which was gradually extended westwards before becoming worked out around
1910. Shortly before this, a new quarry had been started by Messrs Jefford & Sons to
the north of the farmstead. This grew rapidly, eventually requiring the diversion of the
original northern access lane serving Tor Farm. Part of the first quarry was back-filled
with waste from the second quarry.

By 1906 a crushing plant had been built and a narrow gauge 2’ tramway constructed to
link the new workings to the crushers, the crushed stone was used locally for road
building and hardcore but was also being shipped from Forder to London and abroad.

Expansion was rapid with crushed stone being transported to Forder Quay by horse
drawn wagon and a new steam wagon, chutes were built on the quay to make loading
easier. With the new quarry workings to the west, the original quarry was used as a
spoil dump and gradually filled in. The Jeffords leased the land to operate the quarry.

By the end of WW1 exports were doing well so the Jeffords decided to built another
2’ gauge tramway from the crusher to Forder Quay. Initially the wagons ran down to
Forder under gravity with a brake man on the rear wagon to control the speed. The
wagons were returned to the quarry hauled by ponies. There was a large amount of
army surplus material available at this time so two ex-War Department Simplex 20hp
tractor units were acquired. On the quay turntables were installed and a head shunt for

the tractor and wagons when they had been emptied. The usual load was 3 or 4 wagons.

An empty train of wagons being pushed back to the crushing shed by a Simplex 20hp



Later two more tractor units were acquired, one new in 1925 and one second hand from
Fylde Water Board in 1929.

The GWR Wearde Diversion

The original route
between London
and Plymouth was
opened in 1849
and was of single
broad gauge 7’
track. Following
the vast cost of
building the main
line and the Royal
Albert Bridge, a
much cheaper
construction was
used onwards into
Cornwall reaching
Penzance in 1859. Between Saltash and St Germans the railway followed a course close
alongside the river Lynher for much of its length before finally crossing the river
north of its junction with the river Tiddy just before St Germans station.

The closeness to the river required six timber viaducts; Forder, Wivelscombe, Grove,
Nottar and St Germans. By
the early 1900s the
maintenance cost was such
that a decision was taken
to construct a new
alignment further north.
This was four miles and
five chains long and of
double track. It required
three new viaducts;
Forder, Lynher and St
Germans as well as a new
double track 452’ tunnel at
Wivelscombe.

The diversion was opened
early in 1908, although the



remaining spur from Defiance station was retained as carriage sidings for Saltash until
December 1964.


