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History
The Haytor Granite Tramway was a tramway built to convey granite from Haytor Down
to the Stover Canal. It was very unusual in that the track was formed of granite
sections, which was shaped to guide the wheels of horse-drawn wagons.

The tramway was built without an Act of
Parliament and opened on 16 September
1820. At first, it was about 7 miles long, but
it was later extended to about 9 miles. The
line consisted of a mainline running down to
the canal and six sidings running to
Emsworthy east & west quarries, Holwell and
Haytor quarries, and ‘Rubble Heap’. The
sidings were altered several times during the
existence of the line, and track was often
lifted and used elsewhere as circumstances
demanded.

The Haytor Tramway had a falling drop of
1,300 feet to the canal basin and was
engineered to follow a consistent downward
gradient, following the contours of the land
(although one of the upper branches had a contrary gradient, requiring horse draught
in the loaded direction). In the upward direction, the empty tram wagons were pulled to
the quarries by teams of horses; the loaded trams were run downhill by gravity.



The gauge of the track (the
distance between the rails) was 4’
3” so was technically narrow
gauge. The "rails" were cut from
granite blocks with an ‘upstand’
that guided the wheels of the
wagons. As the wagons had plain
iron wheels without flanges, they
could be manoeuvred at the
terminals without the need for
sidings and points. It is possible that they were adapted from road vehicles. At
junctions the wheels were guided by 'point tongues', pivoted on the granite-block rails.
It is uncertain whether the point tongues were oak or iron.

Owing to the nature of the 'rails' large parts of the old tramway still exist, especially
in the area near Haytor itself.

The wooden flat-topped waggons usually ran in trains of twelve waggons drawn by
around 18 horses in single file, in front for the upward journey and at the rear for the
downward journey by gravity.

The tramway had fallen out of use by 1858, but saw some sporadic use for another
twenty years. Two and a half miles of the track bed and the canal basin was purchased
for £8000 by the Morehampton & South Devon Railway between Teignrace & Pottery
Pool. This was used for construction of a twelve mile broad gauge railway which was
opened on 4 July 1866.


