
MUD Walks
High Down Camps, Wheal Mary Emma & Doe Tor Farm
Walk Format
Approximately 5½ miles, open moorland, some rough terrain, no stiles, one ascent
(optional)

Locations to be visited
High Down Military Camps, Hunter VC Plaque/Black Rock (365 G4), High Down Ford
(365 F4), Wheal Mary Emma, Doe Tor Farm, Doe Tor, Brat Tor (365 G5) (Optional)

Starting Place
High Down car park behind the Dartmoor Inn (note: rough stony road to car park) –
SX 525853

Notes
This walk is partly based upon research carried out by Dartmoor Explorations

History
Wheal Mary Emma
Wheal Mary Emma straddles the river Lyd near below High Down and was originally
worked by the ‘old men’ for alluvial tin. Later development of the mine on the west side
of the river begun under Stephen Paull of Crowndale in 1849 and the mine was then
named after his 10 year old daughter Mary Emma.

In 1850 an Engine Shaft began work and a 40ft waterwheel with 8 head of stamps was
made operational, having been bought second hand for £55. The wheel appears to have
been used for both stamping and pumping. By 1857, 13 men were employed (6
underground & 7 at surface) and in 1858 a shaft had been sunk on the east side of the
Lyd, giving at least four shafts.

The end began for this short-lived mine in 1864, when it was sold and continued to be
worked spasmodically under different companies. It was known as North Dartmoor
Consols by 1872. No more workings were carried out after 1888.



High Down Military Camps
High Down was once the location of a series of annual military camps from 1892 to
1906. This location was probably located as the area was relatively flat and was close
to water, road and rail links. The first camp is believed to have been a quite a big affair
involving 2000 men, and lasted a fortnight. In attendance were the Plymouth Infantry
Volunteer Brigade plus others from various parts of Devon and Cornwall.

There is an account of the 1894 manoeuvres which records the volunteers who marched
from Roborough to High Down. They were woken by Reveille at 4 am and left Roborough
Down at two hours later to march the 15 miles to High Down, which they reached at one
o’clock. Their fortnight camp included various training manoeuvres and in their off-duty
time they spent time rambling, swimming or visiting Lydford and Bridestowe.

For the 1904 camp the travel arrangements were a much grander affair with special
trains coming Exeter to Bridestowe Station and from Plymouth and Cornwall to Lyford.
The High Down camp was commanded by Lord Clifford and the Bridestowe and Sourton
newsletter records …”he caused local controversy by paying the Parish Council £10 for
allowing the camp to take place plus a smaller amount to repair damage to the lane”.

The 1906 camp at High Down was believed to have been the last one held there. Around
the time of that camp, 3,448 acres of Willsworthy Manor and commoners’ right were
purchased by the War Office from the Calmady Hamlyn family. Following this purchase,
during the 1920s this land was turned into the rifle, grenade and field firing ranges
that we see today.

Postcard of the 1906 camp taken from Brat Tor



Doe Tor Farm
This abandoned farm lies under the southern slopes of Doe Tor. It is believed it was
established around the 1730’s and was a working farm up to 1955. It was demolished
around 1970. Eric Hemery mentions the farm in ‘High Dartmoor’ and tells us that the
water supply came from an open leat which extracted water from the Doe Tor Brook
and ran to a clay pipe chute in the farmyard. The water was for both domestic and
farm uses. There was a farmhouse and porch, a cart linhay, a barn, a lean-to kitchen, a
dairy larder, a shippon, a calf shed, a vegetable garden, an outhouse and the location of
a possible dutch barn.


