
Shaugh Bridge

Thursday 3rd November 2022

Meeting Place

Shaugh Bridge NT car park  SX533637 (immediately south of the bridge)

The area around Shaugh Bridge, where the rivers Plym and Meavy meet, was once a hive of activity and
we will explore the remains of some of these.

The old name of the River Plym was the Cad and this name persists in Cadover Bridge and Cadworthy
Farm. On old maps, the Meavy is shown as the River Mewey.

Shaugh Bridge is in the shadow of the Dewerstone, a rock outcrop popular with climbers. There is an old
legend that the Devil rides from Wistman’s Wood with his Whish Hounds. Anyone seeing the Devil is
compelled to follow but the Devil pulls up at the Dewerstone and the unfortunate follower will fall from the
top to his death.

On the top of the Dewerstone is an Iron Age fort and an inscription to the memory of Noel Carrington,
considered to be one of the most famous Dartmoor poets.

MUD Walks





Clay Drying Plant

It is impossible to miss the ruins of the clay drying plant in the car park itself.

On Wigford Down, near Cadover Bridge, are still the remains of  china Clay workings in the form
of water filled ponds now used as a fishing lake by an angling club.

The clay was turned into slurry so that it could easily be carried in suspension by gravity in a pipe.
The “pipe track” is now a popular walk from Cadover bridge down to Shaugh Bridge and te clay
drying plant. Once dried into blocks it was transported by road and rail.

The process was surprisingly dirty as the furnaces were fired by coal.

The remains of the drying plant can be seen together with the slurry collection tanks where
impurities such as mica were separated out.

Shaugh Iron Mine and Ferro-Ceramic Brickworks

The iron mine and adjacent brickworks was a short lived enterprise. Started in about 1874 it only
lasted about 3 years.

Poor quality iron ore was mined and we will be able to see two of the shafts and one of the
drainage adits. Also visible are the remains of the smithy building and a waterwheel pit and the
leat that supplied the water to power it.

The ore was transported to South Wales for smelting. That of poorer quality and not suitable for
smelting was turned into bricks. The material for bricks was crushed, mixed and compressed into
shape before being loaded onto trolleys and pulled through the tunnel kiln. This was state of the
art technology at the time.



Dewerstone Granite Quarries

The Dewerstone was an active area for quarrying in the 19th century. Working took place at
several horizontal levels connected by an inclined plane. The trucks operated by gravity
controlled by a drum house and a passing place. This, and the standard gauge trackways, had
granite sleepers and metal rails. The sleepers, remains of the drum house and several of the
quarry areas can still be seen.

The plan was to connect the trackways with the South Devon Railway (the line that came to
Tavistock in 1859) but this never happened. The remains of the embankment and Dewerstone
Cottage (now used by an outdoor activity group) can still be seen.




