MUD Walks

Lakehead Hill & Bellever Tor
Walk Format

Approximately 6 miles, open ground and forest tracks.

Locations to be visited

Lakehead Hill settlements and numerous cists, cairn circles and stones rows. Kraps
Ring, Shillibeer Bench.

Meeting Place
Postbridge Forestry car park SX 647 787

History

The greatest single disaster to befall the archaeological heritage on the moor was the
forestation of Bellever and Lakehead Hill from 1930 onwards. No attempt was made to
preserve more than a handful of antiquities, or even to record those that were to be
overplanted. These included a number of enclosed settlements along with cairns and
stone rows, many of which are unlikely ever to be relocated. Some boundary walls of
the former have re-emerged in a sadly mutilated state and, as trees have been felled
their position marked by orange top posts.

Only one prehistoric settlement has survived moderately intact on Lakehead Hill,
though two more were recorded nearby prior to forestation. Others very likely
occupied the eastern slopes in the area now covered by the Bellever Farm enclosures.

In the clearing of Lakehead Hill are 8 cairns, cists and stone rows. The Dartmoor
Exploration Committee also noted some prehistoric sites in the Lakehead area which
can no longer be located. There was a cairn with a double circle and a stone row that
headed north-west observed in 1895 which has since disappeared. Some of the hut
circles to the north east of Bellever Tor were planted over.
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