MUD Walks

Mining on Caradon

Walk Format
Approximately 5 miles, open post-industrial scenery. Stiff climb to start, but NO
stiles.

Locations to be seen

Wheal Tor, Caradon Hill television mast, Wheal Jenkin, Minions, South & East Caradon
mines, Liskeard and Caradon Railway, Gonamena incline. We will also visit a small modern
quarry if possible. Distant views o Bodmin Moor, Kit Hill and Dartmoor. May even see
GCHQ Morwenstow if lucky.

Meeting Place
Tokenbury Corner car park (B3254) SX 280 696

History
Caradon Mining

Like the other Cornish granite uplands and Dartmoor to the east, this area had been
extremely productive during the mediaeval and post-mediaeval periods when its tin ore
was worked by extensive stream works, the evidence for the working of the
underground tin lodes suggests only shallow, relatively small scale operations. Much of
the land was regarded as little more than poor and exposed sheep country.

This was to change in 1836 when a small group of prospectors located a major copper
lode traversing the Seaton Valley on the southern slopes of Caradon Hill. Within four
years mines were being established everywhere within the district in an attempt either
to find extensions of the South Caradon lode or to find others parallel to it. To the
north, the old Clanacombe and Stowes mines were reopened as Phoenix United where
substantial resources of copper ore were found, with the added bonus of rich tin
alongside. Elsewhere the attempts were less successful. The mines working the
immediate extensions of the South Caradon lodes were the most successful, but some
of the others were little more than trials or speculations with a small number worked
patchily for decades, barely paying their way.

The development of these important copper reserves was initially fraught with
difficulties, however. Lying far from the coast and lacking surfaced roads it proved
difficult to bring to the area the equipment, fuel and supplies vital for the development
of the mines, and equally problematic to export the copper ore which they were
producing.

It took ten years to build the railway which was to link the mines to the nearest
stannary town of Liskeard and then the port of Looe, and not until the 1850s that it



linked up the majority of the mines and quarries which had sprung up in the area. A
further problem also linked to the remoteness of the Caradon district was that there
was ho tradition of settlement in the area. As the mines became established, thousands

of miners drawn from all over initially established shanty towns on the exposed downs.
Although these had something of a reputation for lawlessness they were short-lived,
and new settlements of terraced cottages, complete with chapels and schools were
soon being built near the mines.

Minions (originally called Cheesewring Railway), Darite, Pensilva (originally Bodminland),
Upton Cross, Common Moor and Crow's Nest were all established during this period, St.
Cleer and Henwood expanded substantially to house the incomers, whilst Liskeard
rapidly developed into the administrative centre for the mining district. Mining records
show that over 650,000 tons of copper ore was mined within the district in little less
than three decades. Inevitably, given the worldwide development of copper mining
during this period, the boom was short-lived. As copper prices slumped, the smaller and
less successful mines quickly went bankrupt, and even the greatest amongst them at
South Caradon survived until the 1880s only due to its prodigious output. Phoenix
United continued to work its rich tin lodes for a little longer, but its closure spelt the
end for the railway and for the quarries which that had sustained. By the end of the
1800s peace and quiet had returned to the moor. An ambitious attempt to rework the
Phoenix lodes during the first decade of the 1900s came to nothing.
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The Liskeard and Caradon Railway

The Liskeard and Caradon Railway opened in 1846 to transport copper from the South
and West Caradon Mines with granite from the Cheesewring Quarry. The LCR ran from
Cheesewring to Moorswater near Liskeard (about 8.5 miles), where the Liskeard and
Looe Canal ran down to the sea at Looe. The canal was however unable to cope with
heavy traffic and in 1860 the Canal Company then constructed a railway on the bed of
the canal from Moorswater to Looe. The Liskeard and Caradon Railway opened with
horse power until 1862. Wagons were run down from the mines and quarries to be
hauled back up by horses. Towards the evening the output from the mines and quarries
was brought down to Moorswater in detached trucks, which followed one another in
succession under the control of brakesmen. They were then drawn back the next day
by horses. Because of this tidal flow arrangement, passing loops were not necessary.

During 1901 the line was linked o the main line at Liskeard and eight years later it was
taken over by the Great Western Railway. However the closure of the Caradon Mines
brought about the closure of all lines north of Moorswater in 1916.

In addition to the line several extensions and branches were developed. The Kilmar
Railway was opened in 1858 as an extension to the LCR to serve new granite quarries.
Built by the Cheesewring Granite company and worked by the LCR. It ran from Minions
to Kilmar Tor across open moorland
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but did carry them by using a loophole, in open wagons. The passengers travelled free,
but a charge was made for the carriage of their hats, coats and parcels.

In summary, the Liskeard and Caradon Railway was exceedingly successful while mineral
extraction boomed, but as it was entirely dependent on that traffic, when the mines
and quarries declined the railway declined too. It closed in 1917 and much of its track
materials was removed in aid of the war effort.

Caradon Hill Television Mast

When television was being planned to be extended to the south west of England in the
early 1950s, a number of suitable locations were considered including Caradon Hill.
Eventually it was decided to build a transmitter on Dartmoor at North Hessary Tor.
This was sufficient for the original BBC VHF Band 1 405-line transmission coverage,
but when ITV came along a higher frequency was used and this meant that the
coverage area was reduced. Instead two fransmitters were planned, Stockland Hill in
east Devon and Caradon Hill. It was built in 1961 by the Independent Television
Authority to transmit Westward Television 405-line monochrome transmissions on
Band IIT VHF channel 12. UHF 625-line Colour transmissions for both ITV and the BBC
were added in 1969, and these lasted until August 2009 when the replacement digital
television arrived. Nowadays Caradon Hill transmitter and mast is owned by Argiva and
transmits 6 digital television multiplexes (Freeview), 3 digital radio multiplexes (DAB
Radio) and 3 analogue radio stations (FM). The map below shows the current digital
television coverage together with the dependent repeater stations.

If you have never stood underneath a large main transmitter mast then this is the
opportunity to do so. The total height of the mast is 750, with the aerials being 1,980’
above sea level which could therefore be regarded as the highest man-made point in
Cornwall.
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