MUD Walks

Minions & Bearah Tor Quarry

Kilmar Railway (part of Liskeard & Caradon Railway); South Phoenix Mine; Cheesewring;
Bearah Quarry; Stowes Pound;Rillaton Barrow; the Hurlers
Length of Walk:
6 or 7 miles, open moorland, some wet patches.
Meeting Place and Start Time:
Heritage Centre (Eastern) car park, Minions, Cornwall. 6rid Ref. 263 713
Note 1: There is a second parking area, to the west of Minions so check you are in the right
one!
Note 2: We will be passing with permission through private land. The permission does not
extend to dogs.
Kilmar Railway

1846 The Liskeard and Caradon Railway opened to transport copper from the rich South and
West Caradon Mines, and granite from Cheesewring Quarry. It ran from Cheesewring to
Moorswater near Liskeard (about 8.5 miles), where the Liskeard and Looe Canal ran down to
the sea at Looe. The canal was unable to cope with heavy traffic and the Canal Company
constructed a railway, which opened in 1860, from Moorswater to Looe (built on the bed of
the canal). Liskeard and Caradon Railway opened with horse power until 1862. Wagons were
run down from the mines and quarries to be hauled back up by horses. Towards evening the
produce of the mines and quarries was brought down tfo Moorswater in detached trucks,
which followed one another in succession, under the control of brakesmen, and were drawn
back the next day by horses. Because of this tidal flow arrangement, frequent passing loops
were not hecessary.

1901 the branch line was linked to the main line at Liskeard. In 1909, the line was taken over
by the Great Western Railway. But the closure of the Caradon Mines brought about the
closure of all lines north of Moorswater in 1916.

In addition to the line several extensions and branches were developed. 1858 Kilmar Railway.
An extension to the LCR to serve new granite quarries. Built by the Cheeswring Granite
company and worked by the LCR. It ran from Minions to Kilmar Tor across open moorland and
ended at two branches beneath the rocks of Bearah Tor and Kilmar Tor over 1100 feet and
about 13 miles from Looe. It was bought in 1879 by the LCR. The closure of the quarries in
1882 marked the end of traffic on the line.

The L&CR was conceived as a mineral railway, and the carriage of passengers was not
contemplated or authorised. However the rock formation at the Cheesewring was a
considerable local attraction, and organised excursions to it were undertaken; the West
Briton reported a femperance excursion to the spot in June 1850.The excursions appear to
have been hauled uphill by horse traction and returned by gravity.

The L&CR had no powers to carry passengers but did carry them, in open wagons, by using a
legal loophole. The passengers travelled free, but a charge was made for the carriage of
their hats, coats and parcels, "a system not abandoned until 31 December 1916".
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The Liskeard & Caradon Railway and its branches



Cheesewring Quarry

£

The Cheesewring towering over the quarry faces

The famous Cheesewring Quarry was started in 1845 although Granite working on the moor
had been established for centuries previously.

The quarry produced the stone setts for the Liskeard and Caradon Rly. The fine silver-grey
granite was used mainly for engineering and architectural work. 19*h century contracts
ibcluded granite for Devonport Dockyard, docks from Birkenhead to Copenhagen,
breakwaters at Alderney and Dover, the Spithead forts, the Thames Embankment,
westminster and Tower bridges and a lighthouse in Ceylon!

The quarry was owned by John Freeman and Sons and at its peak there were over 100 men
and boys employed. Decline in trade and the inability to quarry beneath the protected
Cheeswring meant that there was little work after the Great War. All major working in the
quarry faded away during the early part of the 20th Century - however more recent re-
working devastating the quarry interior and waste tips in the search for stone to repair a
breakwater in Plymouth (MountBatten Jetty as late as 1984) destroyed some of the
industrial Archaeology to be found.



PHOENIX MINE

The Phoenix and West Phoenix mines are 3 miles west of the village of Minions and 6 north of
Liskeard. The mine was first worked under the name Wheal Prosper in the 1836 when it was
part of Cornwall Great United Mines. This venture was unsuccessful, but later exploration
found ore in quantity. Between 1848 and 1889 Phoenix United had produced 84,538 tons of
copper and between 1853-1898 15,996 tons of tin.

1844. The mine reopened as South Phoenix and reached a depth of 120 fathoms by 1854.
Clanacombe mine was renamed Wheal Phoenix and a new company formed by Captain James
Seccombe. By 1848 copper ore sales had began and by 1851 there was a workforce of 132.

1852 rich copper reserves were discovered and for the next ten years Phoenix rivaled South
Caradon as one of Cornwall's greatest copper mines.

The old setts at Newlands were worked by Phoenix United in 1851-64 and the mine renamed
East Phoenix. An engine was erected by William West in the mid 1850s and in 1864-72 the
mine was run independently. In 1865 there were 25 employees.

During the 1860s the returns on copper began to diminish and the consulting engineer at
Wheal Phoenix, William West tried unsuccessfully to persuade the company's other
adventurers to consider tin.

1864 West had acquired controlling shares and immediately re-equipped the mine fo produce
tin. Enough tin had been raised for 36 heads of
stamps to be installed and by 1865 there were 320
men, 60 women and 80 boys employed by the mine. |
Production continued to rise and in 1869 the
workforce rose to nearly 600. In 1870 the mine
had 144 heads of stamps and acquired the sett of
the old Stowes Mine immediately to the west of
Wheal Phoenix. The new company was called
Phoenix and West Phoenix United mines. To the
south the old mines of Greenhill and Wheal Prosper
were reopened in 1847 under the name South
Phoenix working the lodes of Greenhill, Grace Dieu,
Prosper and New Lodes. They produced copper, tin
and manganese but the output was inconsistent.

1870 The mine reopened again in, using a winding
engine from Gonamena Mine; this operation closed
during the slump of 1875. West Phoenix Mine was
included within the set in 1875, after which the s ; :
mine was worked as Phoenix United. Most of the  Phoenix United Mine, Prince of Wales Engine House
dumps were removed at closure, including engine

houses, but Prince of Wales Shaft has a complex of buildings (1907, Listed Grade IT).

South Phoenix mine reopened in 1882 with a new pumping engine at Houseman's shaft and was
run under the new name of South Phoenix Tin and Copper Mine Ltd. This company was
liquidated in 1885. In 1885 it was producing more tin than all the other Cornish mines except




for Dolcoath and East Pool.

1887 The mine reopened again as South Phoenix Ltd. There was some increase in production
during this period and expansion - Houseman's shaft was deepened and new dressing floors
were built - but work was suspended in 1892 and the mine abandoned in 1893. The shafts had
to be sunk ever deeper and the price of copper and tin continued to slump. The mine survived
for longer than many of its neighbours by cutting the workforce and lowering wages but by
1894 the company was in the hands of the Receivers. By 1898 it was abandoned, equipment
sold for scrap and most of the buildings demolished.

The mine was last worked between 1906 and 1910 when it was owned by Cornish Consolidated
Tin Mines Ltd. West Phoenix at one time had eight engine houses on this site to wind bump
and stamp the ore. The Prince of Wales Shaft being the last to close in 1914.

1907 Cornish Consolidated Tin Mines Ltd took over South Phoenix and re-equipped the

shafts, but by 1909 there were only four men working on the site. The mine was finally
abandoned in 1911.

1907. An Australian company Cosmopolitan Proprietary Company Ltd took up the lease on
Phoenix United, East Phoenix and Dunsley Wheal Phoenix. A new engine house, and ancillary
buildings were all constructed and the new shaft named after the Prince of Wales - the
mine's mineral lord. By 1909 there was a workforce of 150 and further shafts were reopened
and investigated. Unfortunately the tin was too deep and possibly further east than the new
shaft could reach and by July 1914 the mine had exhausted all its capital.



Bearah Tor Quarry

Bearah Tor Quarry tips and broken crane

STOWES POUND

Stowe's Pound is sited atop a prominent granite ridge to the north of Minions village in the
south-eastern sector of Bodmin Moor. Two massive stone-walled enclosures encircle the
summit of the ridge, a small tear-drop shaped primary enclosure, encircling the tors at the
southern end of the hill, and a larger subsidiary enclosure which encloses the large whale-
backed summit ridge of the hill. These enclosures are similar in many ways to the excavated
tor enclosures at Carn Brea, which are dated to the early Neolithic period (4000 - 3500 BC).

Though very ruinous, the =
ramparts of the smaller
enclosure still stand in
places up to 5 metresin |
height and are between 5 %
and 15 metres wide. It
must once have been a
very imposing structure.
The larger enclosure,
though clearly secondary,
might still be
contemporary with the other. I'ts ramparts are noticeably slighter and vary between 5 and 10
metres in width. It has two clearly identifiable entrances on the west and east sides and
several other smaller gaps and later stone quarries along the walling in between. There are




traces of at least two roughly concentric outer ramparts, best seen on the north-eastern
side, and other outworks flank the hill slopes. Curiously, there are no identifiable entrances
through the walls of the small enclosure, and no gate or passage providing a link between the
interiors of the two enclosures.

Within the large enclosure are over 100 small stone-free platforms levelled into the slopes
of the summit and interpreted as the stances for wooden round houses. They cluster around
the two entranceways and the southern parts of the enclosure, and are thought to be
contemporary with the initial construction and occupation of the site. There are also two flat
topped cairns with stone kerbs.

Whilst there has been no recent detailed excavation of the site it seems reasonable to place
it in the same category as the other tor enclosures on the basis of its fopographical
situation, details of the construction of the walling, the several narrow entranceways, the
'house platforms’ and the association with cairns. These Neolithic hilltop enclosures are
thought to have represented local tribal centres or meeting places that would have been used
for ceremonial, social and commercial purposes. The cairns would normally be assigned to the
Early Bronze Age, illustrating how monuments of this type retained a special significance
over several millennia, providing a focus for later people occupying the area. An extensive
ritual landscape extends from Stowes Hill to Craddock Moor, encompassing stone circles,
stone rows, standing stones, barrows and cairns; this is one of the richest and best
preserved prehistoric landscapes in the country. The ridge is a prominent skyline feature
from the Hurlers, three stone circles lying 1km to the south, and Rillaton Barrow, source of
the famous 'gold cup’ is sited 600m further along the ridge towards Minions.

RILLATON BARROW

Rillaton Barrow is a Bronze Age barrow which was excavated in 1837 and found to contain a
centrally-placed inhumation beneath the 25m wide barrow. The burial had been placed in a
stone cist measuring 2m by almost 1m. Human remains were found along with grave goods
including the Rillaton Gold Cup, a bronze dagger, beads, pottery, glass and other items.
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