MUD Walks

Plym Valley Industries

Walk Format
Approximately 6 miles

Locations to be visited
Plym Bridge, Cann Quarry, Lee Moor Tramway, Rumple Quarry

Meeting Place
Coypool Park & Ride Car park

Notes
The information below comes from the National Trust HBSMR: Full Monument Report
of 2011 and

Industrial Archaeology of the Plym Valley' by Ernie Hoblyn (Amberley Publishing
2013).

History
Cann Quarry Canal

The Cann Quarry canal is a converted 17th century mill leat built in 1829 by John
Langford. It ran from the quarry at Cann to Marsh Mills where it used to connect with
a framway which crossed the river Plym and then joined the Plymouth and Dartmoor
Railway at Crabtree. The canal was used for the transport of paving stones and slates
until about 1835, when it was replaced by the Cann Quarry tramway, which was
extended alongside the canal to the quarry. There were no locks and the canal's slight
downward slope allowed easy downward passage for the tub-boats, but then made for a
difficult return tow against the current. The canal was fed by pools at Cann Quarry and
Plym Bridge and a stream at Shearwood plantation and terminated in a small basin at
Marsh Mills. No surviving stretch of the canal provides evidence of exact
measurements, but the 1827-28 plan for the canal was approximately 5.5m wide at
water level, 2.5m wide at the bottom and over 1m deep. The towpath would have been
nearly 1.25m wide with a 1.25m wall to separate the canal from adjacent land. Within
ten years the canal was closed and reverted to its former use as a mill leat and is
possibly unique in being a converted leat.

Cann Quarry Tramway

This horse-drawn tramway was an extension of the Plymouth & Dartmoor Railway and
built along the towpath of the canal in 1834. It was built to the same 'Dartmoor’ gauge
of 4'6". Quarry tenants were required to use and maintain the railway and also pay a
toll on the stone carried by the railway. The line fell into disuse when the Tavistock and
Launceston railway opened, and the line from the P&DR to Plym Bridge was reopened as



the Lee Moor Railway. Around the turn of the 19t century, Edward Gullett, the last
tenant of Cann Quarry, put the remainder of the tramway back into good repair using
four Clydesdale horses and six wagons. The line was dismantled for salvage in 1916 and
slates with holes to bolt rails to remain in pairs along the canal towpath in various
places.

Cann Quarry

The first mention of Cann Quarry is in 1671 in the repair accounts for Plympton Free
School. John Lyde, the first known tenant of the quarry, was paid 8s for 2000 slates.
By 1683 George Parker and Nicholas Edwards the Younger ran the quarry. The 1795
lease gives the first account of what was included with the quarry, ‘a dwelling house,
smith's hop orchard, field and Decoy Pool marsh'. This lease is for 28 years at an
annual rate of £73. 10s. an 1812 lease increases the rent to £100 and mentions an
extension of the quarry face. The next lease passed to 'The Cann Quarry Company' in
1833, but was for sail again by 1835. On the 1/2/1839, a Mr. 6.W Reeve leased Cann
Quarry for 21y at £250 per annum. At this fime elvan stone as well as slate was being
produced and the branch line was in operation. The next tenant in 1845 was
Christopher Pike, and the census records for Cann Quarry for 1851 declare that
Thomas Pearson was tenant, but in the same year he filed for bankruptcy and the lease
reverted to Charles Pike. Pike remained at Cann Quarry until 1861, when Thomas Soper
quit Rumple Quarry (on the opposite side of the river) and took over Cann until 1863.
At the end of 1863, the Cann and Rumple quarries were joined in the launch of a London
based public company, the Plym River Slab and Slate Company Ltd. The local agent was
William Sennett, a Plymouth ironmonger. The slate was provided for tiles, cisterns,
chimney pieces and other items. A band of 'Porphyritic Elvan’, was also exploited for
use in lining furnaces, paving stones and window ledges. In 1846 tenders were asked for
the ‘removal of several thousand yards of earth and rock for their quarries’. Map
evidence suggests that the earth and rocks came out of Cann Quarry between the old
and new heads, and that most was dumped on the Rumple side. By 1865 the company
was in financial trouble with prosecutions for non-payment of bills, and a number of
investors selling their shares. In June 1866, three of the director petitioned to wind
up the company on the basis that it could not pay its debts. The quarry and the
company's assets were auctioned in March 1868. Though no lease has survived, James
Soper was again the tenant of Cann Quarry in 1869. The Morley accounts indicate that
he was paying a percentage of his sales to the estates as well as a basic rental from
1869 onwards. Soper's own account books for sales of slate from 1872 to 1874 are also
amongst the Morley papers. By a 7 year lease, signed April 1st 1874, James Gullett and
James Soper jointly leased Cann Quarry. They were to pay 1d per ton of slate disposed
of. The rental depended on the number of men employed and was fixed at 10 pounds
per head. The lease, which included the rental of Cann House at an extra 5 pounds per



year, gave an option to pull out at the end of a 3 or 5 year period. The next known
lessee of Cann Quarry was Edward Gullett, a distant relation of James Gullett. He is
mentioned in the official quarries list of 1896, where it is stated that he employs 4
people at the quarry and 2 working outside the quarry. Only Elvan stone was being
quarried from Cann at this time as no slate remained. After Edward Gullett retired in
1915, his son Albert ran the quarry for a few years before emigrating to the Australian
gold fields. Cann Quarry is now approximately 40m in height, 135m width and 145m
length.

Industrial Complex, Cann Quarry

There are two side by side wheel pits at Cann Quarry, which drove the sawing and
planing machinery used to cut and dress the slate. The leat from the Head Weir to
Marsh Mills passes through the pits and was presumably used to drive at least one of
the waterwheels, possibly the one whose hub and gearing remains. A photograph of the
Quarry from 1891 shows a large overshot wheel and this may have occupied the larger
pit. Rubble slate bases on the spoil heap to the north of the wheel pits have been
assumed to support the trestles which carried a wooden launder from the end of the
leat from Cann Woods Reservoir to the top of this wheel. The larger overshot wheel
was probably mounted on the top of the pit walls, a bolt sunk into the centre wall is
probably one of several used to secure the mountings for the axle. The hub of the
wheel is still on the main shaft but the spokes have gone. Excess water, presumably
created when both wheels were in operation was led back to the river bank in an
underground drain, now dry as little water comes down the leat. The waterwheel is
first referred to in the 1839 lease, although the leat is known from 1724. Mention is
made in the 1839 lease of sawing and planing sheds. The 1840 Tithe Map of Plymouth
St Mary shows six buildings at the Cann Quarry waterwheel site. The waterwheel
provided power for a number of tasks and machinery until Harry Gullett built a
generator connected to the waterwheel fo provide electricity for the cottages in 1909.

Rumple Quarry

The first known mention of Rumple Quarry is in 1761 when William Stevens, who had
just succeeded Robert Warn as tenant of the quarry, advertised in the Sherborne &
Yeovil Mercury that slate, rags and pavers were available. A single indenture for
Rumple Quarry dated 1777 is located amongst the Morley papers, where John Parker
of Boringdon buys from William Stevens the remaining six years of an unexpired nine
year lease of the quarry, the rental is given as 4 guineas a year. In this document, the
owner is given as Henry Tolcher the Younger, Lord of the Manor of Egg Buckland, and
Rumple is referred to as a new quarry. In March 1838, Rumple Quarry was advertised
to let. The advertisement speaks of capital recently expended on the quarry and of
connections made with the Dartmoor railway. The 1839 Tithe Map of Egg Buckland is
the first map to show the quarry. Poor Law rate books for 1850 list Christopher



Tolcher as the owner of Rumple Quarry, which is occupied by James Soper. There are
two cottages at the site, one occupied by Robert Gullett, the other by Martin. Between
1853 and 1861, Rumple Quarry had been acquired from the Tolcher family by William
Weekes, a wood and charcoal dealer, of Jump. The quarry was advertised to let in April
1861, but it remained untenanted; so Weekes ran the quarry himself. It is probable
that the cottages were destroyed by the Plym River Slab and Slate Company, by the
dumping of large quantities of rock and earth moved from Cann quarry. Maps
subsequent to that of 1864 show Rumple wheelpit and Rumple winch bed, but the
cottages have gone. Edward Gullett worked Rumple quarry occasionally for slate until
the single vein of slate was exhausted. Tree cover dominates the site to the extent
that the west face is blocked from view. There are spoil heaps at the base and a small
waterfall from the top of the western face. The western side has a sheer face.

Rumple Engine House

Shown on the 2nd Edition 1904 OS revision map, the structure is composed of two
working sections with the boiler on the west side with a ladder or staircase up into the
engine house on the east. There is a channel approaching the rear of the building and a
bench cut into the hillside nearby suggests that the water came from a nearby stream
and was carried to above this building in a wooden channel or launder. The drain
entering the sink below this building may have been for the tail-race of the wheel. A
possible use of the building may have been to wind slate up the steep gradient from
Rumple quarry to a siding on the Plymouth and Tavistock railway. It has been suggested
that the building may have housed a steam engine and boiler for a similar purpose. The
army used the area for some years and may have made these makeshift constructions.
The first appearance of this building fowards the end of the nineteenth century may
suggest that it was not in fact related o the quarry but to a later undertaking on the
site, perhaps associated with the railway.

Rumple Wheel Pit

First shown on the 2nd Edition 25" OS revised 1904 map, the structure housed a large
overshot waterwheel of about 15.8m diameter and was probably used to lower slate
dressing machinery at Rumple Quarry. A system of flat-rods may have been employed
to lower from the wheel to the buildings. The building of the embankment for the
present viaduct in 1905-07 appears to have buried most of the associated structures.

Plymouth to Launceston/GWR Railway

This line was built as a broad gauge line by the South Devon Railway and opened to
Tavistock on 22 June 1859. The line was taken over by GWR in 1876 and the original
broad gauge was altered to mixed gauge to accommodate the trains of The London and
South Western Railway, which used the track until that company built its own route
from Lydford to Plymouth in 1890. The GWR ceased running broad gauge frains in May
1892. The first Brunel timber and stone ‘fan’ viaduct was replaced by the present



viaduct built in Staffordshire blue brick between 1905 & 1907 and was the penultimate
Brunel viaduct to be replaced in Devon. The 1905 viaduct was built beside the earlier
one to enable trains to continue to run while the work was being done.

The line was closed on 31 December 1962 with the rails being lifted in 1964.



Maps

1831 map of the area
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Photographs

Lee Moor Tramway crossing the old A38.



Weighbridge Cottage and Iron Bridge.

Railway Cottages.



Cann Quarry waterwheel.
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