
The walk is about 3½ miles on footpaths and quiet roads, ending up at Fort Stamford for an optional cream tea. To 
return to the cars, either take the Stagecoach bus no 2, or walk about one mile back along the road.

Radford House

References to Radford (“red ford”) go back to 1206. The house was sited to benefit from access to 
Plymouth along the river, avoiding the more dangerous route by road. Home to generations of the 
Radford family, it passed by marriage to the Harris family in the 15th century. The Harris family 
were bankers, and stored at Radford some of the treasure that Drake and others brought back from 
their expeditions. Raleigh was also imprisoned here before being taken to the Tower. In Tudor times 
Radford was one of the richest houses in England, as portrayed in Daphne du Maurier's novel "The 
King's General". (See Figure 2.)

An example of the family wealth is the ‘Armada Service', a collection of over 30 silver dishes made 
between 1581 and 1602 and lost during the English Civil War when the Harris family hid the 
collection on Dartmoor - and then couldn't find it again. It was discovered in 1827 when a labourer 
digging a potato cave put his pickaxe through one of the dishes. The collection was sold to the 
British Museum in 1992 for £900,000. 

Remodelled around 1650 and again in the Georgian period, Radford House had 30 bedrooms, 
including servant’s quarters. The Radford Estate extended over 600 acres stretching to Goosewell 
and Staddiscombe. There were seven gardens, and the property was maintained by an army of 
foresters, gardeners, boatmen and housekeeping staff. 

Following the bankruptcy of the Harris Bulteel & Co Naval Bank in 1914, the house and most of 
the park was bought by William Mitchell, who had just sold Pomphlett Mill. His son inherited the 
property but the cost of maintaining it led to house becoming, according to the Western Morning 
News in 1935, 'a rambling old ruin...falling into a state of irreparable dilapidation'. After attempts to 
sell the property failed, it was demolished in 1937, and in 1956 the lodges, lake and most of the 
north park were transferred to the council for use as a recreational area.

St Keverne’s Quay

At the southern edge of Radford Park lies a set of ruins comprising Armoury Cottage, St Keverne's 
Cottage, and St Keverne's Quay Boathouse. Although these were built/extended in the Georgian 
period and the 1850s, they re-used medieval stone discarded during the remodelling of the main 
house, which explains their architectural oddity.

The first one on the path is single storey Armoury Cottage with a moulded granite arch doorway. 
and an enormous moulded granite fireplace carved with a fleur-de-lys and dated 1640. The fleur-de-
lys most likely links back to the 'le Abbé' family who first owned Radford House and later adopted 
the surname 'de Radford'.
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Further along lies St Keverne's Cottage, with a heavily moulded granite round-arched doorway and 
a four-light mullion window. In front lies an old granite apple press where a stone wheel would 
have been pulled around the circular trough, crushing the apples. 

The boathouse with its integral lodge is the last part of the ruin and has a large pointed arch 
entrance that backs right onto the lake. The Harris family would have had a team of rowers and a 
selection of boats to be rowed to and from Plymouth.

Nearby is a limekiln treated to masquerade almost as a medieval fortification.

There are several ghosts associated with Radford and one, the White Lady of Radford, is said to 
haunt this area. It's said she lived on the estate in the 18th century and fell in love with someone 
from Oreston. Her parents forbade her from seeing him so she sneaked out and took a boat across 
the lake to see him, but the boat capsized and she drowned. Nearby White Lady Road is named after 
her. 

Radford Quarry

Radford Quarry (Figure 3) covers 5.22 hectares and is privately owned, with no public access. It 
was designated a County Wildlife Site because its limestone habitats support a diversity of plants 
and wildlife, including a healthy population of badgers and bats. The Horrid ground weaver 
(Nothophantes horridus) is a tiny money spider which has been found only in this area of Plymouth, 
nowhere else in the world. In 2014, plans to build homes in Radford Quarry were rejected by 
Plymouth City Council, and in 2015 the spider was added to the global Red List of Threatened 
Species.

Radford Castle

In 1815, after exchanging some lands with the Duke of Bedford, John Harris built a dam across the 
western end of the creek to create a permanent lake stocked with fish, wildfowl and water plants. 
The dam was built with limestone from nearby Radford Quarry and embellished in the centre with a 
small mock gothic castle which provided accommodation for the groundsman who controlled the 
main sluice gate. It consists of one downstairs kitchen/diner, toilet/bathroom and two interconnected 
bedrooms reached via a spiral staircase. At one time a family of ten lived there.

The dam and castle eventually passed into the care of Plymouth City Council. Initially it was let to 
tenants but for the last forty years or so it has been empty. Attempts to bring the building back into 
use as a community asset have been blocked by Wain Homes, which owns the land required for 
access, and has been trying to obtain planning permission to build in Radford Quarry. 

Hooe Lake

This is a place where boats have been abandoned for centuries, explaining why it looks like a ships’ 
graveyard. (See Figure 4.) The lake is sheltered, shallow and tidal, so boats can be abandoned at 
high tide yet still accessed when the tide recedes. The owners of the foreshore allowed boats to be 
abandoned here, and access by road made it possible to carry away salvaged timbers and fittings as 
the ships were dismantled. There are over 30 of these hulks in and around Hooe Lake. 

One of them is the screw steamship Cornubia which was built at Cremyll in 1896/97, at a time 
when steam-powered ferries were a popular means of transport. It was used on the Millbrook ferry 



route, navigating the shallow waters around Millbrook and Anderton, taking dockyard workers to 
Mutton Cove.

Another hulk, Leader, was once the fastest Plymouth pilot ship afloat, in a trade where high speed 
was essential in the race to reach an incoming ship. It was built in 1867 for John Glinn of 
Turnchapel. Rivalry had long existed between Glinns and the other pilots of Cawsand and 
Turnchapel, and Leader put the Glinns at the head of the competition. She ended her days as a 
houseboat in Hooe Lake.

Hooe swing bridge

The 110 foot bridge carried the Friary and Turnchapel branch line from Plymouth; it was a hand-
cranked symmetric swing bridge pivoting on the centre pier. (See Figure 5.) The signalman from the 
Turnchapel box would have to walk out to the centre of the bridge, crank it open and then remain 
there until he could crank it closed again. In 1940 Turnchapel Station and Signal Box was destroyed 
in a bombing raid, but the rail line was re-opened just a few days later.

The Turnchapel branch line had been developed by the Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway (P&DR), 
which carried granite from quarries below Princetown for onward shipment. It became increasingly 
dependent on the Johnson Brothers who operated the quarries and owned land adjacent to the River 
Plym around Laira.

The London and South Western Railway (LSWR) encouraged the P&DR to build a short line from 
the LSWR terminal at Friary station to Turnchapel, with a branch to Clovelly Bay, crossing the 
River Plym at Pomphlett (later called Plymstock). This alarmed the Great Western Railway (GWR), 
who feared extension into the South Hams, and eventually built the Yealmpton line, branching off at 
Plymstock.

After considerable wrangling over the South Hams line, the LSWR and P&DR agreed to leave that 
area to the GWR, and the P&DR revived plans to extend to Turnchapel, but now omitting the 
Clovelly Bay branch. The section from Plymstock to Turnchapel finally opened to traffic on 1 
January 1897. (See Figure 6.) The LSWR operated train services on the line, while the P&DR 
remained the owner of the infrastructure. The rise of urban bus services led to a steep decline in 
passenger numbers on the line, and passenger trains were withdrawn in 1951, with goods trains 
running until 1961.

Turnchapel

Turnchapel was established as a shipyard in the 17th century and expanded rapidly in the 1790s 
under the ownership of John Parker, Baron Boringdon, with the yard being used to repair the King's 
ships. Parker and his son were influential in shaping many aspects of Eastern Plymouth, being the 
driving force behind the iron bridge at Laira and several wet and dry docks around Turnchapel. 
With Turnchapel Station being opened in the late-1800s, the wharf became an attractive location for 
the Admiralty and the Royal Navy who acquired the site in 1903 along with a parcel of land in the 
disused Hooe Lake Quarry. It was used as a naval oil fuel depot until it was badly damaged by 
aerial bombing in 1940. The slipway was used as an embarkation point by troops of the US 29th 
Division boarding LSTs for the Normandy landings in June 1944. In 2013, the site was declared 
surplus to military requirements by the Ministry of Defence and bought by marine leisure business 
The Yacht Havens Group. 



Mount Batten

Mount Batten was the site of the earliest trade with Europe yet discovered in Bronze Age Britain, 
operating from the late Bronze Age, peaking in the late Iron Age and continuing throughout the 
Roman period. It appears to have been the primary route of entry to Bronze Age Britain for large 
quantities of continental commodities such as wine. The headland is the site of a midden covering 
an area of approximately 3,600m², formed of layers of refuse including animal bones, mollusc 
shells, pottery sherds and metalwork. Three British-made bronze mirrors were excavated on the 
peninsula, but were lost in the Plymouth Blitz. A collection of Celtic coins from the first century BC 
was also recovered. The site includes a number of burials from a 17th century cemetery. 

Mount Batten has played a role in the defence of Plymouth since the threat of Spanish invasion 
during the 1580s. During the Civil War, an earthwork was constructed on the headland by the 
Parliamentarian forces, and later the artillery tower was constructed to overlook Cattewater and the 
Sound. Seaplane trials first took place around Mount Batten as early as 1913 and an air-station was 
subsequently developed. Between 1917 and 1945, it was a flying boat base for both the Royal Air 
Force and the Royal Navy. Two flying boat hangars remain, made of corrugated iron and asbestos 
sheeting over a steel frame, with former workshops and offices in rear lean-tos, and a central single-
storey winch house with sliding door. The hangars are listed as an important example of early 
aviation structures. 

In 1925 T.E.Lawrence joined R.A.F. Mountbatten under the assumed name of T.E. Shaw. The Base 
Commander was a long time friend of Lawrence who gave him a job working with Hubert Scott-
Paine to develop and test the R.A.F’s fast rescue boats, which in the end saved some 13,000 lives. 
The 200 Class Seaplane Tender was a 37ft 6 inch motor launch, constructed of diagonally planked 
mahogany, powered by two 100 HP Masons engines which gave her a top speed of some 36 knots.  
(See Figure 7.) Lawrence wrote the official handbook for the speedboats, which was still in use 
until well after World War II. In 1933 Lawrence left Mount Batten to take up his duties at RAF 
Felixstowe, and was killed in a motorbike accident two years later.

Fort Stamford

The area was first fortified during the Civil War when it was seized by the Royalists in 1643, 
enabling them to bombard Plymouth's main harbour at Sutton Pool. The siege was ultimately lifted 
in 1644, and thereafter the site remained unfortified until Fort Stamford was built in 1869 as part of 
an extensive scheme known as the Palmerston Forts. It was configured in a polygonal layout with 
twenty-six gun positions and casemated barracks for 200 men. The site was defended by a deep 
ditch with three caponiers protruding into the ditch to enable small arms fire on anyone attempting 
to scale the walls. In addition a counterscarp gallery with twin guns allowed direct fire along the 
northern ditch. The fort's primary purpose was to act as the north flank of Fort Staddon and prevent 
an overland advance on Devonport dockyard. A military road, protected by a glacis to hide any 
movements along the road, connected the fort with the other defences along the Staddon Lines. By 
the early 1900s the fort had become obsolete as a defensive position and was disarmed in 1904 and 
sold off by the War Office in 1963. 



Figure 1: Parking at Radford Dip

Figure 2: Radford House, c. 1793



Figure 3: Radford Quarry

Figure 4: Hooe Lake Hulks



Figure 5: Hooe Lake Swing Bridge c. 1903

Figure 6: Devonport and Plymouth Rail Network 1909



Figure 7: One of the first RAF 200 Class seaplane tenders

Figure 8: Plan of Fort Stamford
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