MUD Walks

RAF Sharpitor

Walk Format
Approximately 53 miles of open moorland, some bracken. No stiles, may be shortened if
weather inclement.

Locations to be visited

Peek Hill Royal Observer Corps Bunker, RAF Sharpitor GEE System Transmitting
Station, Devonport Leat, Cross Gate Cross, Stanlake Farm, Set Makers Bankers, cists
and a stone row.

Meeting Place
Leeden Tor car park - SX 560708

History

Sharpitor

The various military installations around the Peek Hill area appear not to have been
subject to any local planning controls. During the Second World War the area was
requisitioned by the Air Ministry for the construction of a radio navigation station for
Bomber Command. As relations between East and West began to breakdown after the
Berlin Blockade, and with the very real prospect of another war breaking out, the RAF
retained the wartime radio and radar network capable of guiding Bomber Command
aircraft onto targets in eastern Europe.

By 1955 the WW2 equipment required considerable refurbishment, including the
replacement of the transmitter and replacing the timber mast with a steel structure.
By this time tensions surrounding the military use of sections of Dartmoor had entered
a very public phase with concerns growing about the amount of Dartmoor where
members of the public are excluded. On 2 February 1955 the proposed steel erection
made its way into the House of Commons with Michael Foot requesting the ‘Under-
Secretary of State for Air give an undertaking to consult all local interests concerned
before any such step is taken' Nonetheless, permission was granted in 1956 for ten
years, which was later extended for a further three.

Moreover, the construction of an underground bunker for the Royal Observer Corps in
1963 seems to have been built with no planning consent as it lay within the Air Ministry
landscape.



