MUD Walks

Roos Tor Markers & the Grimstone and Sortridge Leat

Walk Format
Approximately 5 miles of open moorland, uneven in places with clitter, some bracken.
No stiles

Locations to be visited
Staple Tors, Roos Tor, Grimstone & Sortridge Leat, Leat Head Weir, Longford Dry
Leat, Shillapark Farm, Merrivale Quarry

Starting Place
Pork Hill parking area on side of road SX 539 750

History
The Grimstone and Sortridge Leat

The Grimstone & Sortridge Leat was built to supply Grimstone manor in the 14th
Century, and Sortridge Consols copper mine. The leat runs for 9km from the head weir
on the river Walkham and has been providing water to approximately 35 houses and
farms for over 700 years. These include Shillapark, Tor Quarry, Merrivale dwellings
and farm, eventually ending at the two properties which give the name, which we visited
in March 2025. Today it is the only remaining leat on Dartmoor that still supplies
drinking water. It is also notable that the leat has more bullseye stones than any other
leat on Dartmoor.

Merrivale Quarry

Merrivale Quarry was originally known as Tor Quarry and was opened in 1874 by
William Duke. However, after 122 years of continuous work Merrivale was the longest
working quarry on Dartmoor but closed in 1997. It was a very successful enterprise,
for example during 1903 about 1,600 tons were extracted and employed more than 150
men.

Longford Dry Leat

Hemery states that this now disused leat was constructed around the time that
Merrivale Quarry, then known simply as Tor Quarry, was being developed on a
commercial scale. However there was so much opposition from the commoners who
grazed flocks here, that it was subsequently abandoned.



Roos Tor Markers

In March 2024 we visited the 1847 and 1896 marker stones around Pew Tor. During
the 19t Century any lessees given the right to cut granite on Dartmoor had to agree
not to do so within the limits of any marker stones surrounding that tor. It is probable
that the similar limits around Roos Tor date from this time as well.

There were originally thirteen or fourteen boulders around the for inscribed with a
circle about 6 inches in diameter with a line through them. These original markings are
not all that conspicuous, so the Duke of Bedford later had fourteen granite pillars of
four or five feet high erected around the tor beside or close to each of these natural
rock markers. These pillars bear the letter ‘B and date from about 1880.
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Original natural inscribed rocks =
No. | Inscribed rock Bound stone
1 SX 54293 76763 SX 54293 76763
2 S5X 5433176752 SX 54335 76749
3 SX 54379 76730 SX 54379 76730
4 SX 54438 76699 SX 54438 76699
5 SX 54502 76608 SX 54502 76608
6 SX 54488 76505 SX 54494 76507
7 SX 54444 76461 SX 54439 76459
8 SX 54390 76445 SX 54390 76445
9 SX 54314 76474 SX 54314 76473
10 SX 54232 76520 SX 54232 76520
11 Not found SX 54161 76595
12 SX 54160 76653 SX 54161 76662
13 SX 542191 76691 SX 542191 76691
14 SX 54264 76750 SX 54264 76750




