
Stover Park and Canal

Walk format: A pleasant walk of about 5½ miles, on woodland, riverside and canal paths, mainly 
flat, with no stiles, and only a short road section. We will walk round the park and down the river 
Teign before lunch, and explore the canal after lunch. There are refreshments available at the start 
point, coffee stop and lunch stop. 

Meeting place: Stover Country Park car park, just off the A38 at Drumbridges roundabout (SX 
83245 75001, ///cornfield.plantings.passively). £3.50 cash or £3.70 RingGo. 

Stover Country Park

https://www.devon.gov.uk/stovercountrypark

After making his fortune as a Naval Dockyard contractor, James Templer bought Stoford Lodge 
and the Manor of Teigngrace in 1765, and built a large mansion house in the Palladian style which 
he named Stover House. He undertook a landscaping scheme to form the gardens, including the 
construction of Stover Lake. The Stover estate remained in the Templer family until 1829 when it 
was sold to Edward Seymour, Duke of Somerset. 

Following the decline and sale of the estate in the 1930s the site was bought by the Forestry 
Commission for conifer plantations, while Stover House was taken over by Stover School. The 
Country Park is now owned and administered by Devon County Council and was designated a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1984 due to its rare dragonfly species and invertebrates. 

The park covers 114 acres and consists of six main habitat types: freshwater, marshland, coniferous 
plantation, mixed broadleaved woodland, lowland heath and grassland, providing habitats for a 
range of visiting and resident wildlife, notably dragonflies and wildfowl.

The park features the Ted Hughes Poetry Trail, with sixteen specially designed posts each 
displaying a poem by Ted Hughes on a theme relating to the natural world. It also contains a 
memorial to the ‘Sawdust Fusiliers’, a battalion 
of 1,600 men who were recruited from Canada 
in 1916 to provide timber for the Western 
Front, to construct trenches, dug-outs and 
roads, to make railway sleepers, huts, planking, 
posts and ammunition boxes, as well as for fuel. 

Within the park two granite boundary markers 
have been erected next to the inlet channel for 
Stover Canal. These were originally positioned 
where the granite tramway crossed the 
Ashburton turnpike; the initials H,T,W and B, 
cut into the granite, are abbreviations for 
‘Haytor Tram Way Bounds’. 
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Stover Canal

https://www.stovercanal.co.uk/history.htm

Ball clay was a rapidly expanding industry in the 
Bovey Basin during the late 18th century, but the 
clay needed to be transported to the Staffordshire 
Potteries. Before 1790, it was carried overland, 
on the poor roads of the time, to the river Teign 
near Kingsteignton, where it was transferred to 
waterborne vessels. Stover Canal was built by 
James Templer between 1790 and 1792 to carry 
the clay between Teignbridge and Teignmouth, 
and was later extended north to Ventiford. This 
considerably shortened the overland part of the 
journey. 

Trade on the Teign had increased from 400 boatloads of clay per year before the canal was built, to 
600 per year by 1816, and to 1,000 per year by 1854. From 1820 the canal was also used in 
conjunction with George Templer’s granite tramway to transport granite from the family’s quarry 
complex on Haytor Down. However, the granite trade was somewhat sporadic, and by 1858 the 
quarries and tramway had closed. 

In the late 1850s, the proposal to construct the Moretonhampstead and South Devon Railway 
included utilising the course of both the granite tramway and the canal. By 1862 the railway 
company had purchased both, and the new railway was built over the course of the tramway from 
Brimley to Ventiford, then to run alongside the canal, down to Newton Abbot. The railway was 
completed in 1866 and from 1867 the canal was leased to Watts, Blake, Bearne and Co. (WBB) who 
continued to use it to transport clay from Teignbridge clay cellars. The canal above Teignbridge was 
no longer used other than to give barges access to Graving Dock Lock. 

In 1877 the railway and the canal were 
purchased by the Great Western 
Railway Co. and the canal’s future was 
temporarily assured. However, 
although new lock gates were fitted in 
1906, the decline of the canal was now 
inevitable with competition from 
railways and motor transport. 
Although the canal remained in use for 
another 30 years, WBB did not renew 
the lease when it expired in 1942. 
Water remained in the canal until 1951 
when it burst its banks, flooding part 
of a nearby clay works. 
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