MUD Walks

X3054, Grimspound & Vitifer Mine

Walk Format
Approximately 53 miles of open moorland, mainly good tracks, hilly in places. No stiles

Locations to be visited
Bennet's Cross, Handley Page Hampden X3054 Aircraft Memorial, Grimspound Medieval
Village, Headland Warren Farm, Vitifer Mine, 365 I14, 365 I15, 365 J14

Starting Place
Bennett's Cross SX 680 817

History
Handley Page Hampden X3054

The Handley Page HP52 Hampden was a British twin-engine medium bomber alongside
the Armstrong Whitworth Whitley and Vickers Wellington. It served in the early
bombing war over Europe, taking part in the first night raid on Berlin and the first
1,000-bomber raid on Cologne. Carrying only a modest payload, it was superseded by
the larger four-engined Avro Lancaster. The Hampden crew consisted of a pilot,
navigator/bomb aimer, radio operator and rear gunner.

On the 21st March 1941, Handley Page Hampden X3054 of 49 Squadron RAF descended
below cloud at night, but had insufficient height to clear Hameldown and flew into
hillside. The aircraft was returning to base at RAF Scampton in Lincolnshire following a
bombing raid on the submarine pens at Lorient in France. The crew members were; Pilot
Officer Robert David Wilson, Sargent Ronald Brames (South Africa), Flight Sargent
Richard Leonard Ashburton Ellis and Sargent Charles John Lyon.

The aircraft struck the hillside approximately 50 metres south south east of the
memorial, but no wreckage is visible.

Wilson and Ellis are buried at Exeter,
Brames at Eltham and Lyon at Prescot.




6rimspound Medieval Village,

Grimspound was first settled in about 1300 BC. The twenty four hut circles are
surrounded by a massive granite perimeter wall, which may have stood at 1.7 metres in
places. The roundhouses, with an average diameter of 3.4 metres, were each built of a
double ring of granite slabs with a rubble infill, a technique still used in dry-stone
walling. Evidence of human activity has been found including pottery, scrapers and pot
boilers. Organic remains such as wood and textiles have not survived owing to the acid
nature of the soil.

The name Grimspound was first recorded by the Reverend Polwhele in his "Historical
Views of Devonshire" in 1793. In 1893 the Dartmoor Exploration Committee began a dig
at the site. One of whose members was the Reverend Sabine Baring-Gould who
reconstructed some of the site, in a move criticised by some of the Committee at the
time and also by later researchers, including RH Worth.

Many references and brief descriptions are present in hiking guides and other generic
Dartmoor enthusiasts’ books. These contain contradictory and incorrect statements, as
no absolute dating evidence, ranging from generic 'Bronze Age’, to ‘Middle Bronze Age',
'Late Bronze Age’ and 'Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age'.

The 1894 report surmised it was a Neolithic enclosed site and the succeeding report
determined its function as a cattle enclosure, but there have been many disagreements
with these interpretations. The date mostly accepted today is within the 2nd
Millennium, or generally a Bronze Age site.

Birch Tor and Vitifer Mine

The Birch Tor and Vitifer Mine was originally two separate tin mines on opposite sides
of the Redwater Valley, with Vitifer on the west and Birch Tor on the east, although
they were mostly worked together.

The deep open workings on the backs of lodes in this area were extensively worked
around the 16th and 17th centuries, after which the mine was worked from the mid-
18th century. The mine was then worked by the Dartmoor Mining and Smelting Company
and by 1796 it is recorded that 13 shafts had been sunk and that 40 men were
employed. The mine was profitable until 1820s when there was a slump in the tin price.
Around 1834 Captain John Paull (or Palk) acquired the lease at a knock down price
having kept his knowledge of the most profitable lodes from the owners.

In the early 1860s the mine had a revival with 150 people employed and peak production
was around 1864 but declined after this and closed in 1882. There was a mini-revival
between 1903 and 1913 and was moderately successful employing 35 people. After the
First World War there was a small amount of both surface work and underground work
until the mine was finally abandoned around 1939.



