
MUD Walks
Zeal Tor Tramway & Rider’s Rings
Walk Format
Approximately 5 miles, mostly open moorland/bracken.

Locations to be visited
Zeal Tor Tramway, Petre’s Pit, Rider’s Rings & Black Tor Enclosures.

Meeting Place
Car park at Shipley Bridge SX 680 628

Notes
Although a gem of Dartmoor Archaeology, Rider’s Rings is usually obscured by bracken
during the summer, hence February is a good time to visit it. However getting to and
from it will probably be wet under foot.

This walk follows on from our visit to Shipley Bridge naphtha works/clay dries on 6
June 2013.

History
Zeal Tor Tramway
The 3 mile long Zeal Tor Tramway is very interesting for a number of reasons:-

· Almost unique for Dartmoor it was built to transport peat (the only other one
was the Rattle Brook Tramway)

· Although horse-drawn, it had some fearsome gradients
· The rails were made of wood bolted to granite sets
· It originally only lasted for around three years, but was reopened (in parts)

twice
· The stabling of the horses was some way south in a building known as Uncle Ab’s

House which pre-dates the tramway.

Because of its short life, there are a number of unknown features about the tramway,
for example the gauge of the track is disputed, although Hemery states that it was 5’.
It was built in 1847 to take peat from the Redlake marshes down to Shipley Bridge to
convert by boiling into naphtha and a form of coal. By 1850 it had closed but reopened
in 1872 to transport clay from Bala Brook head to Shipley Bridge, where the naphtha
buildings were reused as clay dries. By 1880 this too had closed. There was a further
partial reopening in 1922 where a 2’ narrow gauge system using conventional iron rails
was in use at Petre’s Pit.

Today the course of the tramway across Bala Brook Heath can be followed virtually all
the way from Shipley Bridge until it peters out in the many temporary lines at Redlake.



Petre’s Pit
Petre’s Pit was named after Lord Petre of Brent and had been mined for clay since
around 1858. It is the excavated head of the Bala Brook and about half way along the
Zeal Tor Tramway. Although close to the tramway, a connection was only made in 1872.
This was used for the transport of materials and men, the clay slurry went to Shipley
Bridge by pipe. The clay mined was not the best and quickly wore out the pipes.

Today the area is often wet due to the leats created to bring water in and the mica
pool at the head of the pit is especially dangerous.

Rider’s Rings
The largest and most important pound in the
Avon Valley. Situated on the eastern slope of
Zeal Plains. It is best regarded as being two
contiguous pounds, of which it would appear that
the south west member was constructed first,
while the north east member was added as a
later extension. The two pounds together cover
an area of over six acres and enclose some three
dozen hut-circles.

Black Tor Enclosures
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